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OVERVIEW

TIP OF THE MONTH:

Deadlines protect rights — and can also extinguish . .
“Between innovation and

them.

regulation: redefining
In litigation, immigration filings, and administrative justice, knowledge, and
procedures, missing a statutory deadline may human responsibility in a

permanently bar your claim, regardless of its merits.
Always verify when the deadline begins, how it is
calculated, and whether any suspension rules apply.
Procedural vigilance is legal protection.

transforming world.”

"

SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns
immigration and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts,
court rulings, and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America,
then translate them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you
can act on. Each issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so
that founders, investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals,

and stay compliant without wading through legal noise.
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EDITORIAL

SALAMAS Law Firm, in cooperation with the legal magazine Mahkama, is proud to launch
the ninth edition of its monthly Legal Review for February 2026. Eight previous issues have
been published and well received by readers, from both legal and business communities, as
well as those who do not have a business or a legal background but still aim to expand their
knowledge.

Many of our readers ask: why has SALAMAS decided to work on immigration matters, and
in a country where no other law firm is specialized on the matter? It is for the following
reasons:

- First of all, immigration law is part of international law - and given that we are an
international law firm, based not just locally in Lebanon, but also abroad, it is indeed our
area of expertise.

- Secondly, immigration law has not been always an omnipresent field (so to speak) in
Lebanon and the Arab world, because very few would take it as a line of work.

- Thirdly and most importantly, it was for the purpose of helping people and guiding them
through the entire immigration process, especially in light of the ever-increasing numbers
of refugees and migrants, including illegal ones.

In this issue, we offer you the following diverse articles:

- Jessica Deeb opens the issue with a report on the risks brought about by irregular sea
migration to Lebanon.
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- We then shift to a legal analysis on the UN’s human rights concerns over the UK-France’s
recent “one in, one out” deal, also written by Jessica Deeb.

- A third article from Jessica Deeb offers a legal perspective on executive authority and the
rule of law in the United States, especially in light of the current Trump administration’s
recent decision on suspending immigrant visa processing

- Next, Eliane Ayoub wrote about a recent federal decree in the UAE that amended the civil
procedure law.

- After that, Serge Elia wrote about the recently announced social media ban on teenagers
in Spain, Australia and other countries.

- Last but not least, I myself offer a report on another recent federal decree in the UAE,
which promulgated the civil transactions law.

Together, these contributions offer a comprehensive panorama of evolving legal landscapes
across immigration, technology and other fields.

We at SALAMAS express our sincere regards to Serge Elia, editor-in-chief of our Legal
Review and head of our Research Department; Jessica Deeb, head of our Immigration
Department; and Ali El-Moussaoui, editor-in-chief of Mahkama, for their constant support
in all our endeavors. And we extend our further gratitude to the entire SALAMAS team for
their brilliant efforts in keeping this firm going. Furthermore, we also deeply appreciate all
the authors who have sincerely contributed to this issue, commending their efforts, support
and time to carve it out.

As always, we hope that our dear readers will enjoy reading this issue, and that it will meet
their high stakeholder standards. We thank them for their continued support, and we look
forward to continuing our journey.

Dr Salam Abdel-Samad
Attorney at Law
Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law Firm
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Irregular sea migration

Legal and humanitarian risks of irregular sea migration
from Lebanon

Jessica Deeb

Irregular sea migration from Lebanon has dramatically risen since 2020, especially
given that lawful migration routes narrowed and living conditions worsened. This trend
places authorities before the task of having to achieve a careful balance between
protecting public order and maritime borders on one hand, and respecting human
dignity and binding international obligations on the other hand.

A sound legal approach must identify concrete risks, explain the applicable laws, and
show safer, lawful alternatives.

Indeed, humanitarian risks in such cases are immediate:

- The used boats used are often small, old, overloaded, and launched in bad weather,
which increases the risk of capsizing, drowning, and serious injury.

- Survivors and their families face a long-lasting psychological harm from imminent
danger and the loss of their loved ones.

- Rescue operations themselves can become risky in case smugglers use violence or
threaten passengers.

Despite these difficulties, the State still has a clear legal duty to assist people in
distress at sea, which comes in stipulation to international maritime law - including
Article 98 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) -, and
takes priority in time over later enforcement or judicial steps.

At the legal-operational level, practice since 2020 has focused on the following steps:

- Stopping boats before their departure.

- Intercepting these boats near the shore.

- Sometimes returning the boats to the point of embarkation, including within bilateral
understandings with Cyprus.
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Irregular sea migration

However, any such measures must respect the principle of non-refoulement, which
forbids returning a person to a place where they face a real risk of torture, inhumane or
degrading treatment, or any other form of serious harm.

Compliance requires what follows:

- Individual assessment.

- Access to information and legal assistance.

- Effective remedies, which does not include collective returns that ignore specific
protection needs, such as minors people with medical vulnerabilities.

In fact, returns may also result in:

- Loss of money paid to smugglers.

- An exposure to administrative detention or prosecution.

- A limited access to lawyers.

When the shorter route to Cyprus is tightened, organizers often switch to longer paths
towards Greece or directly to Italy. Unfortunately, longer times at sea, changing weather and
currents, and the risk of running out of fuel, water, or food make these routes more
dangerous, along with increasing exposure to armed criminal groups.

In short, restricting one route without offering realistic, legal alternatives does not stop
movement - instead, it shifts it toward more dangerous options, undermining the protection
of life and safety.
But even after arrival, legal risks still continue:
- The migrants may be placed in administrative detention while their status is examined,
whether they claim asylum or not.
- In case documents are missing or forged, regularization becomes harder and slower,
delaying access to residence and work permits, and thus complicating social integration.
Receiving States must manage their borders while honoring the principle of non-
refoulement, the ban on collective expulsion, and the right to an effective remedy. However,
the result for many is often prolonged uncertainty, economic hardship, and vulnerability to
exploitation.

Smuggling networks profit from this reality through:

- Selling seats on unsafe, overcrowded boats at high prices.

- Spreading false information about routes and risks.

- Trafficking in forged documents.

Their conduct falls under Lebanese criminal law - from forgery and use of forgeries to
endangering public safety and related offenses -, with heavier consequences should the act
result in serious injury or even death, and when minors are involved.

In such cases, an effective response not only occurs at sea; it also requires financial
investigations, confiscation of proceeds, and disruption of funding chains.

In this regard, Lebanon’s domestic legal framework is clear even without a statute dedicated
solely to “irregular sea migration”:

- The Law of July 10, 1962 on the Entry, Stay, and Exit of Foreigners - amended by Law No.
173 /2000 - requires exit through General Security centers.

- It also penalizes unlawful entry, false statements, and the use of forged documents.

- It also provides penalties that can include imprisonment, fines, and deportation.

- These rules operate alongside the Lebanese Penal Code and the Law No. 164/2011 on
combating trafficking in persons, which provides protection measures whenever smuggling
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Irregular sea migration

turns into exploitation.

- Naval and land forces also act under the National Defense Law to prevent unlawful
crossings and protect maritime sovereignty, including enforcement powers at ports and
along the coast, provided they be consistent with search-and-rescue obligations and human
rights constraints.

On the whole, irregular sea migration is unsafe and legally risky, exposing people to grave
danger, criminal and administrative proceedings, and removal, with no guarantee of a stable
status at destination. Fortunately, safer and lawful options do exist:

- International protection where criteria are met.

- Humanitarian resettlement.

- Family reunification.

- Organized mobility for seasonal or skilled work under bilateral schemes.

- Higher education pathways.

- Assisted voluntary return with reintegration support when appropriate.

Anyone who is considering migration should avoid irregular sea journeys, and proceed only
after obtaining a specialized legal advice from qualified immigration law firms, which can
assess each case, identify lawful routes, and structure compliant applications, though
without promising outcomes in advance.

Amending the civil procedure Law in the UAE

Federal Decree by Law on amending the Civil Procedure Law in the
UAE

Eliane Ayoub

By the end of 2025, the UAE continued its approach of legislative renewal, with the
government issuing federal decrees that amend certain provisions of the existing laws, as
well as regulatory resolutions and decisions.

This approach reflects a modern legal vision, ensuring that laws stay up-to-date and are
consistent with current realities and developments. It also helps improve the efficiency of
the judicial system and supports fair and timely resolution of disputes.

In this context, a federal decree amending certain provisions of the Civil Procedure Law
was issued, covering the following aspects:

- Reorganizing the procedure for establishing inheritance chambers via a direct decision
from the president of the Federal Judiciary Council or the head of the local judicial authority,
without requiring the parties’ agreement - this amendment is expected to simplify
procedures and expedite the resolution of inheritance disputes.
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Amending the civil procedure Law in the UAE

- Establishing specialized judicial
chambers based on the parties’ request or
agreement to hear specific civil or
commercial claims - this amendment is
expected to respond to the judicial
system'’s need for greater specialization.

- Giving courts the power to hire local or
international experts, discuss their
reports, and ask them to complete or
correct their work - this amendment is
expected to shed more light on technical
aspects that contribute to the accuracy of
judicial rulings.

- Obligating the appellant to include in
his/her appeal all details of the appealed
judgment, its date, the grounds of appeal,
and the requests, with non-compliance
resulting in dismissal - this amendment
is expected to enhance the seriousness of
appeals.

- Expanding the scope of cassation
appeals to include judgments and
decisions issued by Courts of appeal

(after a time in which only judgments could be challenged by cassation), and granting the
Public Prosecutor broader authority to file such appeals - this amendment is expected to
safeguard the legal system and ensure effective judicial oversight.

These changes show the UAE’s commitment to building a flexible and modern legal
system that keeps up with developments, while still maintaining fairness and justice; for
laws must evolve with society and should not be applied rigidly if they are outdated.
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“one in, one out” asylum agreement

The UN’s human rights concerns on the UK-France’s “one in, one
out” asylum agreement: a legal analysis

Jessica Deeb

In early 2026, the United Nations (UN)
issued a critical commentary on the
bilateral asylum arrangement concluded
between the United Kingdom (UK) and
France, and commonly referred to as the
“one in, one out” mechanism. This
framework was designed to regulate
crossings in the English Channel by
asylum seekers through linking the
acceptance of new asylum applications in
the UK to France’s willingness to take
back a corresponding number of
individuals who were intercepted in
transit.

But while the arrangement represents a
novel attempt at burden-sharing, it also
has attracted significant legal scrutiny at
the intersection of international refugee
laws, human rights obligations, and state
P — | - sovereignty in migration control.

At the core of the UN’s concerns is the risk that such an agreement could contravene
obligations under key international instruments, particularly the 1951 Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). Indeed, UN experts have highlighted two principal areas of potential legal
conflict:

- The treatment of vulnerable asylum seekers, most notably survivors of torture, violence,
and trafficking.

- The risk of refoulement, which means returning individuals to territories where they
may face persecution or harm.

The principle of non-refoulement, enshrined in Article 33 (1) of the Refugee Convention,
prohibits the expulsion or return of a refugee “in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers
of territories where his life or freedom would be threatened” on grounds of race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion.

Notably, the non-refoulement obligation is widely regarded as non-derogable and
customary in international law, extending protections even to individuals who may not
yet have been formally recognized as refugees.

The United Nations’ criticism suggests that mechanisms like the “one in, one out” deal
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“one in, one out” asylum agreement

could, in practice, incentivize expedited transfers without adequate individual assessment
of protection needs, thereby heightening the risk of indirect refoulement.

Moreover, UN experts have underscored concerns under the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and relevant
regional human rights instruments, which impose affirmative duties on States, so as to
ensure that individuals who are at risk of torture, trafficking, or severe abuse will receive
appropriate protection and due process. However, accelerated or summary procedures that
do not sufficiently screen for such vulnerabilities may fall short of these international
obligations.

In the context of cross-Channel asylum seekers, many of whom were escaping traumatic

circumstances, the adequacy of safeguards to identify and protect survivors of torture and
trafficking becomes a central legal question.
The agreement’s operational linkage of asylum processing to the return of intercepted
individuals also raises concerns over collective expulsion. Article 4 of Protocol No. 4 to the
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) prohibits what is called “collective
expulsion of aliens”, defined as the removal of a group of non-nationals without
examination of their individual circumstances.

Although the UK is no longer a party to the ECHR following Brexit, the underlying norm
against collective expulsion is mirrored in customary international law and the Refugee
Convention’s commitment to individualized status determination. Accordingly, any
mechanism that treats asylum seekers as interchangeably, rather than as individuals with
distinct protection needs, risks breaching the individualized assessment requirement.

From a procedural perspective, the UN’s critique highlights the necessity of due process
safeguards in asylum procedures. Under both international and regional human rights
standards, asylum seekers are entitled to meaningful access to protection procedures, legal
assistance, and remedies against adverse decisions. Agreements that encourage rapid
returns or transfers, without clear procedural guarantees, risk impairing these
fundamental rights.

Therefore, the legal challenge for the UK and France lies in reconciling sovereign
interests in migration management with binding human rights and refugee protection
obligations. Sovereign states indeed possess broad discretion in shaping migration and
border control policies, including through bilateral cooperation. However, such discretion
does not extend to measures that contravene fundamental legal principles, including non-
refoulement and non-discrimination, or actions that undermine procedural fairness in
asylum adjudication.

In response to the United Nations’ observations, policymakers may need to reassess and
refine operational protocols, so as to incorporate robust screening for vulnerabilities, as
well as ensure that transfers under the agreement are contingent upon compliance with
international protection standards. Additionally, transparent monitoring mechanisms,
independent oversight, and accessible legal remedies would help align the bilateral
framework with international law.

Ultimately, debates surrounding the “one in, one out” deal underscore the broader
tension in contemporary immigration governance: how to balance state sovereignty and
border control with the immutable legal obligations owed to those seeking international
protection.
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“one in, one out” asylum agreement

And so, the United Nations’ intervention serves as a timely reminder that innovative
policy solutions in the field of asylum must remain grounded in the rule of law, respect for
human dignity, and the enduring commitments of the international refugee protection

reg

Promulgating Civil Transactions Law in UAE

The UAE government issues a federal decree law promulgating the
Civil Transactions Law

Dr Salam Abdel-Samad
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At the beginning of the year, the UAE government issued a federal decree law
promulgating the civil transactions law, with the aim of establishing a comprehensive,
modernized and integrated legal framework.

According to various sources, the new law represents a pivotal legislative milestone in
regulating civil transactions in the UAE, a modern approach that balances legal authenticity
with current needs, all based on a contemporary vision that seeks to reorganize the general
foundations of rights and obligations, while enhancing the clarity of legal rules and
facilitating their practical application.
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Promulgating Civil Transactions Law in UAE

As such, it enhances the efficiency of application, reduces procedural complexities, and

contributes to building a more coherent and harmonious legislative system.

But what does it state? Among its many provisions, there are the following:

- First and foremost, from a judicial perspective, when there is no other statutory rule or
applicable legislative provision, the judge may refer to the principles of Sharia and select the
best possible solution to achieve justice in according with the circumstances of each case,
particularly those related to missing persons, absentees and people of unknown parentage -
this approach grants the Courts broader discretion when it comes to applying Sharia.

- The law provides that financial assets within the UAE that belong to a foreigner with no
heirs shall be designated as a charitable endowment, subject to supervision by the competent
authority to ensure proper management and allocation.

- A core reform concerns the age of majority, which has been reduced from twenty one lunar
years to eighteen Gregorian years, aligning with prevailing comparative legal systems - this
change unifies the legal age for full capacity, ensures consistency with other national laws,
and harmonizes civil and criminal responsibility standards, thereby enhancing legal clarity
and coherence.

In the same context, the law lowers the age at which a minor may seek judicial
authorization to manage their assets, from eighteen Hijri years to fifteen Gregorian years, in
support of entrepreneurship and youth participation in economic activity.

- The law introduces provisions in the matter of people who need assistance because of their
incapacity to express their will - and sure enough, Courts have the competence to appoint a
judicial assistant in order to support such individuals in acts serving their best interests.

- When it comes to governing sale contracts, buyers are granted the option to reject the
goods, accept them with price reduction, or allow the seller to provide a defect-free
substitute; and the limitation period for claims related to latent defects has been extended
from six months to one year from delivery, unless a longer guarantee is agreed.

- A dedicated legal framework for non-profit companies was introduced, requiring
reinvestment of profits into the company’s objectives, and thereby supporting sustainable
development.

All of these changes truly reflect the UAE’s modern approachto reinforce legal certainty
and trust, and thus support individuals and institutions. Is it not about time for such changes
to occur in Lebanon as well?
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Social media ban for teenagers

Social media ban for teenagers taking effect in many countries

Serge Elia

Australia, Spain and Greece, followed by France, Great Britain and many other
countries, have recently taken the initiative to legally implement social media ban for
teenagers under the age of 16, with some countries lowering the ban to under the age of 14.
Authorities claim it is an essential step to ensure online safety, and most notably protect
younger generations against the growing risks found in cyberspace, including:

- Al-generated content and all the misguidance it carries.
- Addiction, particularly to pornography, and all the damaging mental toll it gives way to.
- Exposure to hate speech, fraud and cyberbullying.
- Above them all, Elon Musk’s recent Grok Al chatbot that is generating non-consensual
sexual images, including those of minors.
These current events have fueled debate over the risks of online content, nicknamed “the
Digital Wild West” by French president Emmanuel Macron and Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez.
Reports say that the proposed regulations on the matter would do the following:
- Give parents clear backing to set limits.
- Ease social pressure on children who are worried about “missing out”, and encourage
them to interact with their peers, read books and get out more, rather than stay on their
phones and tablets all the time.
- Hold social media executives — such as X (formally known as Twitter), Meta, TikTok,
Instagram and the like - personally accountable for all the harmful content present online.
- Allow prosecutors to explore numerous ways so as to investigate all possible legal
infractions committed by social media executives and tech giants, and in case said
executive and /or giant is found guilty of committing such infractions, expose them to
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Social media ban for teenagers

penalties, from fines to denial of service.

For that matter, Australia’s Online Safety Act of 2021 grants the e-Safety Commissioner full
competence to impose orders in order to remove harmful content, as well as implement codes
of conduct and standards that oblige platforms to apply the principle of safety in content
design.

Needless to say that this has prompted furious reactions, to such an extent that Elon Musk
took to X and accused Prime Minister Sanchez of being “a tyrant”, “a traitor”, and even a “true
fascist totalitarian”. But regardless of the reactions, the implementation has already taken
effect at the moment of writing.

In Australia, within weeks of the ban taking effect, social media companies deactivated
nearly 5 million accounts that belonged to teenagers, which suggested that the measure could
have a sweeping impact, thus forcing them to take steps so as to prevent and manage all
online risks.

But given the growing accessibility to social media, the hold that tech giants have on
anyone everywhere these days, and especially the stubborn nature of teenagers, the question
remains: will the announced ban truly be effective in protecting our youth - the only hope
this world has for a brighter future - from harm?

Challenging the Trump Administration’s

Challenging the Trump Administration’s suspension of immigrant
visa processing: a legal perspective on executive authority and the
rule of law

Jessica Deeb

The Trump administration’s recent decision to
suspend the processing and issuance of
immigrant visas for nationals of seventy-five
countries has triggered substantial legal
controversy in the United States.

The measure, officially justified on the grounds
of enhanced vetting and prevention of admitting
individuals likely to become a “public charge”, has
had immediate and far-reaching consequences
for lawful immigration channels, particularly
IMMIGR ANT Visa those related to family reunification and

SUSPENSION employment-based immigration.
sl Ban Prociymatan Its scope and effects have prompted civil rights

organizations, immigration advocacy groups, and

==z directly affected individuals to challenge it

~ == before federal courts, arguing that exceeds the
‘. limits of executive discretion and endermines
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Challenging the Trump Administration’s

core principles of US immigration law.

In practical terms, the suspension operates not merely as an administrative slowdown
or heightened scrutiny, but rather as an effective freeze on permanent immigration for
large categories of applicants. Although certain procedural steps (such as submitting
applications or conducting interviews) may formally continue, nevertheless the halt in visa
issuance renders these steps legally futile.

Applicants who complied with statutory requirements, and whose cases were already
pending, are left in a state of legal uncertainty, whereas American citizens and lawful
permanent residents experience prolonged and indefinite separation from close family
members - in the end, the cumulative effect is the disruption of immigration pathways,
expressly created and regulated by Congress.

At the core of the legal challenge, lies the argument that the Trump administration has
replaced the principle of individualized adjudication with a blanket, nationality-based
restriction. Under the Immigration and Nationality Act, determinations relating to
admissibility - particularly those concerning the “public charge” ground - are designed to
be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Factors, such as financial resources, affidavits of support, education, professional
background, and overall self-sufficiency, are meant to be evaluated individually. By
presuming that nationals of designated countries present at a systemic level a heightened
risk of reliance on public benefits, the administration is accused of transforming an
individualized legal standard into a collective presumption, thereby distorting its statutory
purpose.

The suspension further raises significant questions under US administrative law: while
the government has characterized the measure as temporary and discretionary, its breadth
and continuing legal effects suggest the characteristics of a substantive policy or rule.
When an executive action fundamentally alters the application of immigration law for a
broad and identifiable group, and when it produces sustained legal consequences, its
classification as a temporary administrative measure does not insulate it from judicial
scrutiny - therefore, courts may be called upon to determine whether such a policy can
lawfully be implemented without clearer procedural safeguards or adherence to established
principles of administrative governance.

Constitutional concerns also form an important dimension of the dispute: although
foreign nationals outside the United States enjoy limited constitutional protections, the
suspension directly affects the rights and legitimate interests of American citizens and
lawful permanent residents, particularly in relation to family unity. Sure enough, plaintiffs
argue that the policy interferes with due process and equality principles by imposing a
sweeping restriction that disproportionately impacts certain nationalities without adequate
individualized justification - in this sense, the harm extends beyond immigration
applicants, and reaches into the legal and personal lives of American families.

In response, the federal government is expected to rely on the doctrine of consular non-
reviewability, under which individual visa decisions made by consular officers are generally

shielded from judicial review. However, the present challenge does not seek review of
individual refusals, but rather contests the legality of a systemic policy that prevents visa
issuance altogether.
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Challenging the Trump Administration’s

This distinction is central, as it strengthens the argument that courts retain jurisdiction to
assess whether the executive branch has acted within the bounds of its statutory authority.

Ultimately, the legal challenge to the suspension of immigrant visa processing for nationals
of seventy-five countries underscores the enduring tension between executive power in
immigration matters and the rule of law. While the United States retains sovereign authority
to regulate the admission of foreign nationals, that authority must be exercised within the
framework established by Congress and in accordance with principles of non-discrimination,
proportionality, and individualized assessment.

The outcome of this dispute will therefore carry implications not only for the affected
applicants but also for the future balance between immigration policy, executive discretion,
and judicial oversight in the American legal system.
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Breaking News

Qleyaat Airport expected to reopen before summer

According to various sources, Qleyaat Airport (Akkar Governorate,
North Lebanon) is expected to reopen before the summer of 2026.
Although there has been no official statement confirming the exact
date of reopening yet, it still spells good news, as it will help mitigate
the growing congestion at Beirut Airport due to decentralization and
poor organization, and strengthen Lebanon’s air links.

Moreover, Qleyaat Airport’s reopening may stimulate tourism, create
new job opportunities, and revitalize the local economy, which
represents a decisive step forward for travel and growth in the
country.
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