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TIP OF THE MONTH:

“Between innovation and
When dealing with legal or immigration regulation: redefining

matters, do not wait for a problem to justice, knowledge, and
appear before seeking advice. Consulting a human responsibility in a
lawyer at the right moment can help you transforming world.”
avoid costly mistakes and move forward
with greater confidence and clarity.

SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns

immigration and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts,
court rulings, and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America,
then translate them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you
can act on. Each issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so
that founders, investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals,

and stay compliant without wading through legal noise.
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EDITORIAL

“In times of crisis, public awareness and the rule of law are
the first line of defense
Long live the UAE, a land of safety and security”

When nations face dire circumstances, and crises intensify, and news reports and
analyses are abound, public awareness becomes a must, perhaps far more so than any formal
procedure. In such moments, to worry or observe events from afar is not enough - we must
know how to act, how to protect our society, and how to be a part of stability rather than
increased tension.

Here, the law emerges as the one authority to regulate situations, govern responses, and
eventually preserve the State’s dignity and the balance in society. The law is not a mere
collection of texts that resolve disputes, but rather a framework that protects people,
prevents chaos, and establishes boundaries for every right and a place for every obligation.
In times of crisis, the law’s importance is more evident than ever, for it remains the
supervisor that safeguards public interest, and stops emotional reactions from turning into
actions that undermine security and stability.

At this stage, citizens bear a great responsibility. Well-informed citizens must not get swept
up in rumors, nor contribute to spreading fear, and nor circulate unverified information,
because in delicate moments, words can either reassure people or confuse them. Therefore,
every individual’s first obligation is to obtain information from official sources, to remain
calm, and to adhere to instructions and regulations, because respecting the rules in difficult
circumstances is not just a personal obligation, but a direct contribution to the protection of
society as a whole.
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Supporting the State is not simply about emotions or general statements; it is about
behaving responsibly, which begins with the simplest things:
- To not spread unchecked news.
- To not exaggerate facts.
- To not cause panic.
- To adhere to all decisions issued by the competent authorities.
A citizen who abides by the law, respects decisions, and acts with awareness, protects not
only his or herself, but also his/her family, community, and homeland. Conversely, any laxity
in this regard may pave the way for chaos, erode trust, and heighten tensions at a time in
which society is in most need for cohesion and discipline.
Moreover, legal professionals bear a similar, but no less important, responsibility, which not
only limits itself to explaining legal texts or speaking in a specialized legal language, but also
expands to simplifying concepts for the people, clarifying their rights and obligations, and
contributing to the dissemination of a calm and responsible legal culture. In tensive times
like these, what societies need is a clear legal voice that explains, reassures, and prevents
confusion, not a bunch of speeches that just increase the complexity and ambiguity - indeed,
when the law reaches out to people through a comprehensive language, it transforms from a
rigid text into a tool for awareness, from a written rule into a genuine safeguard for public
conduct.
Thus, the relationship between the law and citizens at this stage carries genuine
complementarity, under which citizens are demanded to exercise awareness and discipline,
and legal professionals to provide guidance and clarification. The State remains the authority
through which public interest is safeguarded. If each party fulfills its role, the law
transforms from a mere written rule into a real force that preserves security and stability,
and grants society a greater capacity to face challenges with confidence and composure.
The greatest danger that societies face today during crises is not just the event itself, but
how people react to it; for a rumor can become a threat, haste can lead to harm, and one
irresponsible word can cause confusion and erode trust. Therefore, awareness is no mere
cultural issue; it is a national obligation as well. Compliance with the law is no minor
formality; it is civilized and responsible behavior that reflects a genuine understanding of
what it means to belong.
At this stage, we need a message that reminds people that patriotism is not solely measured
by enthusiasm, but also by respect of the system, trust in institutions, the ability to exercise
self-restraint, and adherence to the law when circumstances become dire. A good citizen
knows that protecting the homeland begins with respecting the rules, and that it is not
slogans that preserve stability, but awareness, discipline, and responsibility. A strong society
is not free of challenges, but it knows how to face them with reason, overcome them through
unity, and maintain its cohesion under the rule of law.
The UAE is a leading global model of security, safety, and stability, with its wise leadership
committed to making the safety of citizens and residents a top priority. Thanks to the efforts
of the police and armed forces, as well as its continuous innovation in digital technology, the
country is ranked among the safest destinations in the world, ensuring a stable environment
for prosperity and a decent life.
Perhaps what most distinguishes the UAE is its global ranking, as it jumped 31 places in the
2024 Global Peace Index and ranked high in the safest countries’ list, which reflects the
highest levels of stability and prosperity. In addition to that stable environment, the country
provides a safe setting that allows citizens and residents to go about their daily lives in peace
and tranquility.
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Last but not least, there is the element of social cohesion, whether between the people and
the authorities or between citizens and residents, which makes residents feel as though they
are at home among their own people.

In conclusion, the most important truth remains that crises, no matter how severe, are met
not with chaos but with awareness, managed not with emotion but with reason, and overcome
only under the rule of law. When citizens abide by their obligations, and when legal
professionals carry out their mission, trust in institutions remains strong, and society
becomes more resilient and better equipped to overcome challenges with steadfastness and
balance. In this context, trust in the UAE’s sensible governing system - with its wise
governance, steadfast vision grounded in the rule of law, and high competence in
safeguarding security and stability - remains a source of reassurance for society and a model
to be emulated in responsible leadership and effective crisis management.

We hope that the UAE remains an oasis of peace and prosperity, thanks to this cohesion that
endures through gratitude, praise, and tireless work.

Dr Salam Abdel-Samad

Attorney at Law

Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law
Firm
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A TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS, A SALUTE TO
WOMEN

Eliane Ayoub:

Celebrating women around the world. No society can be complete without
full equality between women and men in rights. There is no peace,
democracy, or progress without their role as leaders, negotiators, and
builders of the future of families, communities, and nations. In times of war
and crisis, no roundtable is complete without their presence and participation
in decision-making.

Asmareina AlAwar: “All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother”
From quiet sacrifices to powerful achievements, women lead with strength and
resilience, shaping communities, inspiring future generations, and building a
more empowered world.

There is no limit to what women can accomplish.

To the inspiring women, today and every day, we honor you.

Maissa Abdel Samad:

Behind every woman, every leader, every voice that shapes the world there is
a story of strength, and often, a mother who made it possible.

As Barbie reminds us: “We mothers stand still so our daughters can look back
and see how far they've come’”

Today, we celebrate women and mothers the power that drives progress, and
the love that carries it forward.

Rita El khoury:

On International Women’s Day and Mother’s Day, we celebrate the women who
inspire, nurture, and uplift those around them. Today is a tribute to the love
that guides us, the strength that empowers us, and the grace that shapes our
lives. It is a moment to honor both the care of mothers and the spirit of all
women who make the world brighter, kinder, and full of hope.

Jessica Deeb:

You deserve national recognition that reflects your true role in building society.
From this perspective, we call for 21 March to be declared an official national
holiday, dedicated to you and to your noble mission.

For you are the builder of generations, the guardian of principles, and the pillar
upon which the future of the nation stands.

Serge Elia:

Here’s to the women who merit celebration for a day, nay every day.

Here’s to the mothers, the wives, the sisters, the daughters who inspire
admiration and respect.

Here’s to the women in all fields and professions.

Here's to every woman’s intuition, professionalism, and strive for a better
world.




We look for life elsewhere, but we Kkill it here

We look for life elsewhere, but we kill it here

Former BBA President Antonio al-Hashem

In a paradox that sums up the tragedy of our age, we spend billions of dollars searching
for signs of life on a distant planet, while wasting trillions on wars, destruction, and killing
life on Earth.

We are not facing a crisis of science, but a crisis of conscience. Science is advancing, but
humanity is regressing morally. We search for water on Mars, and yet we fail to preserve
water here.

What is the point of looking for possible life in space if we destroy on a daily basis all the
conditions that allow us to have life on this planet?

What kind of civilization constructs astronomical observatories to survey the Universe
while simultaneously burning its own home to the ground with its own hands?

Planet Earth is not a mere place we inhabit; it is our memory, our only home, even our
destiny. It is where love, prayer, and feelings were born, and it is also where blood was shed
and graves were built. What our world lacks today is not intelligence, but compassion; not
discovery, but wisdom.

The most important question is no longer: “Is there life out there?”, but rather: “Will we
preserve life here?”

Greatness lies not in reaching for the stars, but in not betraying our Mother Earth!

Page 7



Because a Mother Deserves More Than Celebration

On Her Day: Because a Mother Deserves More Than
Celebration

Jessica Deeb

In the month of March, where the significance of International Women’s Day meets the

warmth and reverence of Mother’s Day, our gratitude is renewed toward every woman who
has chosen to persevere with dignity and love, to transform her daily efforts into a story of
achievement, and to turn her many responsibilities into a source of strength that propels her
forward. At her core, a woman is not merely a symbol of tenderness; she is equally a figure of
quiet resilience, unwavering determination, and boundless generosity. Amid her many roles
and weighty responsibilities, she remains capable of carrying life within her heart, inspiring
hope in those around her, and writing, through patience and perseverance, a success story
worthy of being told with pride.
If the celebration of women and mothers reflects sincere appreciation for their place and
role in society, true justice requires that such appreciation be translated into genuine
support and meaningful empowerment. The empowerment of women in general, and
mothers in particular, is neither a social luxury nor a ceremonial theme reserved for special
occasions. It is a human, professional, and societal necessity. Every day, the working mother
faces a dual responsibility: caring for her children and family while simultaneously striving
to prove herself in the professional sphere. Yet she continues with remarkable resolve,
guided by a generous heart, a vigilant mind, and an unbreakable will. A truly aware
institution is one that understands that supporting women is not achieved through rhetoric
alone, but through trust, opportunity, recognition of ambition, and a sincere belief in their
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Because a Mother Deserves More Than Celebration

This support must also be reflected in public policies and modern legislative frameworks
capable of protecting women, and mothers in particular, and enabling them to achieve a fair
balance between professional obligations and family responsibilities. There is today a
pressing need to advance legal and institutional measures that, for example, extend
maternity leave and promote more flexible working arrangements for mothers, particularly
in the private sector, so that professional demands do not become an impediment to their
essential role in the care and upbringing of their children. Genuine belief in the value of
women cannot be complete without recognizing that the upbringing of future generations
constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of social stability and nation-building, and that
the family remains the primary foundation of society. This necessarily requires institutions
to adopt fairer and more equitable policies that take into account the particular realities of
motherhood and support women in fulfilling both their familial and professional missions.

At SALAMAS Law Firm, these principles are not confined to seasonal expressions or
symbolic statements; they are part of a lived professional reality. Our working environment
includes five women lawyers and legal professionals, reflecting the meaningful presence of
women not merely in number, but in competence, awareness, commitment, and the ability
to shoulder responsibility and create impact. I say this from a deeply valued personal
experience: being a mother of two children has never constituted an obstacle to my
professional journey at SALAMAS. On the contrary, I have found within this institution a
supportive environment that has enabled me to pursue, with confidence, a meaningful
balance between my role as a mother and my professional ambition as a legal practitioner
seeking growth and fulfilment. On this occasion, I extend my sincere appreciation to Dr.
Salam Abdel Samad for his consistent support of women, his genuine belief in their role, and
his enduring commitment to making the workplace a true space for development and the
realization of aspirations. His encouragement, sincere support, and fair and enlightened
regard for working women, particularly mothers, have left a profound mark on this journey.
I also recall, with particular appreciation, words that touched me deeply when he once said:
“How wonderful it is to pursue your dreams while the laughter and liveliness of your
children surround you.” Those words were not merely a passing compliment; they reflected
a sincere conviction that motherhood does not diminish a woman’s success, but rather gives
it deeper meaning and greater humanity.

In conclusion, on the occasion of Women’s Day and Mother’s Day, we can only bow in respect
before every woman who perseveres in silence, and every mother who shapes from hardship
a life, from patience a future, and from love a small homeland that remains forever alive in
the hearts of her children. We also remember, with loyalty and reverence, the mothers who
have departed this world after leaving behind a beautiful legacy and an enduring memory
that time cannot erase from the hearts of those they nurtured. A woman is not merely one
half of society; she is its beating heart, its inspiring force, and the school that shapes the
other half. Womanhood will always remain a story of strength written anew each day, and
motherhood will always remain its noblest and most profound chapter, for a mother does
not shape only her own life, but also the lives of all those around her.
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A new law regulating shared housing in UAE

A new law regulating shared housing has been enacted in Dubai

Dr Salam Abdel-Samad
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UAE vice-president and Prime minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum has
recently issued a new law, Law No. (4) of 2026, which regulates the management and
occupancy of shared housing in the Emirate of Dubai, with the goal of achieving the following
objectives:

- Safeguarding the rights of owners and residents, and ensuring equity during the leasing of
residential units designated for shared housing, thereby contributing to the stability of the
Emirate’s real estate market.

- Improving the shared housing system and addressing building and land use violations.

- Ensuring safe and healthy living conditions for various social groups in the Emirate, which
sometimes requires the aim to prevent overcrowding and informal housing in residential
areas.

The new law stipulates the following:

The competent authority for overseeing shared housing:

Under the new law, Dubai Municipality is the competent authority for overseeing shared
housing in the Emirate, therefore making it responsible for carrying out the following tasks
and powers:
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A new law regulating shared housing in UAE

- Setting all necessary policies and strategic plans for regulating shared housing.

- Submitting them to the Dubai Executive Council for approval.

- Establishing conditions for designating areas where shared housing is permitted, including
maximum occupancy limits and space per resident.

- Determining the criteria and specifications required for areas where shared housing is
permitted, which occurs based on factors such as urban planning, population density and
infrastructure.

Dubai Municipality is also charged with managing a unified digital platform all across the
Emirate of Dubai, in order to process and review applications for receiving permits related to
shared housing.

The conditions required for obtaining the permit:

- The new law prohibits any person or entity from allocating a unit for shared housing, unless
the person or entity obtains a permit valid for one year, renewable.

- The permit is issued and renewed in accordance with the conditions and procedures
specified in rules set by the Director General of Dubai Municipality, and in coordination with
the Dubai Land Department (DLD) and other relevant authorities.

- When issuing or renewing a permit, the conditions and requirements stipulated in the new
law must be met, including maximum occupancy limits and space per resident.

The conditions for leasing a residential unit:

- The right to lease a shared housing unit is only granted to the owner or an authorized
establishment.

- Tenants may not sublease the shared housing unit or any part of it to third parties.

- The shared housing unit is leased after obtaining the permit, and leasing agreements can
happen in one of the three following ways:

* The owner rents the unit directly to the residents.

* A licensed establishment manages the shared housing unit and leases it on behalf of the
owner.

* A licensed establishment leases the owner’s shared housing unit and subleases it to tenants.
- In the event of any dispute, the Dubai Rental Disputes Center shall have sole jurisdiction to
hear and resolve it.

Penalties and administrative measures:

- Anyone who violates the provisions of the new law and all related decisions shall be subject
to fines ranging from AED 500 to AED 500,000.

- The fine may be doubled, up to a maximum of AED 1 million, if the same violation is
committed again within one year.

- The law also authorizes Dubai Municipality, the DLD and other competent authorities to
impose a number of administrative measures on transgressors, including:

* Suspension from conducting business activities for up to six months.

* Cancellation of the permit.

* Eviction from the non-compliant housing unit in application to a judgment issued by the
enforcement judge at the Dubai Rental Disputes Center.
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The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum

The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum Before June 2026:
Practical Implications for Asylum, Solidarity, and Border
Procedures

Jessica Deeb

FRONTE!

The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum represents the most substantial reform of the
Common European Asylum System in recent years. Although the Pact entered into force on
12 June 2024, its main rules will begin to apply on 12 June 2026, following a two-year
transition period designed to allow Member States and EU institutions to adapt their legal,
administrative, and technical systems. Officially, the Pact is intended to create a more
effective and coherent framework for managing migration and asylum at Union level, while
preserving fundamental-rights guarantees and reducing unequal pressure on frontline
states. In March 2026, the Justice and Home Affairs Council confirmed that the Pact’s
implementation remains a central EU priority ahead of its date of application.

In practical terms, the Pact will transform three central dimensions of EU asylum law. First,
asylum procedures will become more harmonized and more structured: the Asylum
Procedure Regulation introduces common deadlines, , requires decisions in most cases
within six months, and allows accelerated examination in certain cases, while also
preserving procedural guarantees such as information rights, interviews, interpretation,
and access to free legal counselling upon request.

Second, border governance will become more operationally central through the Screening
Regulation, which imposes uniform identity, health, and security checks, generally within
seven days at the external border and three days for persons apprehended within the
territory, followed by rapid channelling into asylum, border, or return procedures.
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The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum

Third, solidarity will cease to be primarily ad hoc and will become part of a permanent annual
mechanism: in November 2025, the Commission launched the first Annual Migration
Management Cycle, which identifies states under migratory pressure and proposes an
Annual Solidarity Pool to be adopted by the Council, with contributions that may include
relocation, financial support, or alternative measures. The Pact therefore seeks to rebalance
the traditional tension between responsibility and solidarity by combining stricter border
management with a more regularized distribution of burdens among Member States.

From a legal perspective, the significance of the Pact lies less in any single regulation than in
the systemic logic it introduces: a tighter connection between screening, asylum
determination, return, responsibility allocation, and solidarity management. Its success,
however, will depend on implementation rather than legislative design alone. The
Commission has already acknowledged that, despite significant progress, further efforts
remain necessary to ensure that national administrations, data systems, and procedural
safeguards are fully operational by June 2026. Accordingly, the Pact may be understood as an
ambitious attempt to constitutionalize a common European migration order—one that
promises greater predictability and uniformity, but whose legitimacy will ultimately depend
on whether efficiency at the border can be reconciled with effective access to protection and
respect for fundamental rights.

The New H-1B Weighted Selection System

The New H-1B Weighted Selection System: A Legal Analysis of
Cap Allocation and Skilled Migration in the United States

Jessica Deeb




The New H-1B Weighted Selection System

The U.S. final rule entitled “Weighted Selection Process for Registrants and Petitioners
Seeking to File Cap-Subject H-1B Petitions,” published on 29 December 2025, marks a
significant shift in the legal structure of cap-subject H-1B selection. For the FY 2027 cap
season, USCIS announced that the initial registration period would open on 4 March 2026,
meaning that the new system would govern the next annual allocation cycle. Unlike the
former model, which relied on a largely random lottery once registrations exceeded
available numbers, the new framework is expressly designed to generally favor higher-
skilled and higher-paid foreign nationals, thereby transforming H-1B selection from a
chance-based mechanism into a weighted administrative process.

Under the amended regulatory scheme, when selection becomes necessary, USCIS assigns
each unique beneficiary to the lowest Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics
(OEWS) wage level among all registrations filed on that beneficiary’s behalf. The beneficiary
is then entered into the selection pool according to that wage level: Level IV four times,
Level III three times, Level II twice, and Level I once. The regulation further provides that
USCIS conducts the regular-cap selection first and then the advanced-degree exemption
selection, using the same weighted method where oversubscription exists. Legally, the
reform is not limited to registration mechanics: a petitioner may file only on the basis of a
valid selected registration, may not substitute the beneficiary, and must submit a petition
that matches the selected registration and includes a proffered wage equal to or exceeding
the prevailing wage corresponding to the selected wage level.

From a legal-policy perspective, this reform redefines the H-1B cap as a system that uses
compensation as a proxy for merit. In practical terms, it is likely to improve selection odds
for employers able to offer wages at the upper OEWS levels, while comparatively
disadvantaging entry-level positions, lower-wage geographic markets, and cost-constrained
employers, even where the job itself satisfies specialty-occupation requirements; that
conclusion follows directly from the rule’s wage-based weighting formula and from USCIS
guidance requiring registrants to select the highest corresponding OEWS wage level
supported by the offered wage. The new model therefore advances the government’s stated
objective of privileging higher-paid and, by implication, higher-skilled workers, but it also
raises a broader doctrinal question: whether wage level alone is an adequate legal criterion
for allocating access to a specialty-worker visa regime intended to serve the structural
needs of the U.S. economy.
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Dubai cryptocurrency regulation

Dubai cryptocurrency regulation: legal framework and compliance
for virtual assets

Rita El-Khoury

In recent years, the world has witnessed a rapid evolution in financial technology,

leading to the emergence of virtual assets and cryptocurrencies as prominent modern
financial instruments for investment and digital transactions. This development
prompted the UAE, particularly the Emirate of Dubai, to establish a comprehensive legal
framework so as to regulate virtual assets, notably through Dubai Law No. (4) of 2022 on
the Regulation of Virtual Assets, whose Article 2 defines virtual assets as “a digital
representation of value that can be digitally traded or transferred, or used as a medium of
exchange, payment, or for investment purposes, including virtual tokens and any other
digital representation of value determined by the authority in this regard”
This broad definition indicates that virtual assets extend beyond well-known digital
currencies, so as to include digital tokens and other assets that rely on digital
technologies like blockchain. Complementing this law are the 2023 Regulatory Guidelines,
issued by Dubai’s Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority (VARA), and Cabinet Resolution No.
(111) of 2022 on regulating virtual assets and their service providers.

The UAE’s legal framework aims to support technological innovation in financial
technology, regulate the virtual asset sector in Dubai, and enhance the Emirate’s position
as a global hub for the digital economy, while ensuring compliance with anti-money
laundering (AML) and counter-terrorism, as well as financing regulations and protecting
the financial system’s integrity.
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Dubai cryptocurrency regulation

Dubai Law No. (4) of 2022 established the Emirate’s Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority, a
public institution tasked with overseeing and regulating the virtual asset sector. This
Authority is empowered with a wide range of regulatory and supervisory functions,
including:

- Setting general policies and strategic plans.

- Regulating the issuance and offering of virtual assets and tokens.

- Overseeing disclosures.

- Licensing and supervising virtual asset service providers (VASPs) to ensure compliance
with the law and its implementing regulations.

Beyond Dubai’s local framework, the federal level also plays a significant role through the
Securities and Commodities Authority (SCA), as provided under Cabinet Resolution No. (111)
of 2022. The SCA supervises virtual asset activities and service providers across the UAE -
including free zones -, issues regulatory decisions, licenses service providers, defines
operational requirements, and ensures compliance with applicable laws, particularly in
regards to investor data protection.

The legal regime in Dubai is based on a fundamental principle, pursuant to which engaging
in any virtual asset-related activity requires prior authorization from the competent
authority. And for that matter, Article 15 of Law No. (4) prohibits any virtual asset activity
without obtaining a license from VARA, and mandates that entities maintain a local
presence and adopt a legally recognized structure approved by the relevant commercial
licensing authority. As for Article 16, it specifies the activities requiring authorization,
including the following:

- Operating and managing virtual asset platforms.

- Providing exchange services between virtual assets and fiat currencies.

- Offering crypto-to-crypto exchange services.

- Transferring and safeguarding virtual assets.

- Managing wallets.

- Issuing or trading digital tokens.

Cabinet Resolution No. (111) reinforces this licensing requirement at the federal level.

The 2023 Virtual Assets Regulatory Guidelines provide certain exemptions from licensing
for professionals such as lawyers, accountants, or advisors, provided the virtual asset
activities are incidental to their professional practice and covered by professional
insurance.

Licensing requirements, as detailed in Article 7 of Cabinet Resolution No. (111), include
ensuring that the applicant and his/her partners are not listed on any local or
international sanctions or terrorism lists, and that they are not subject to any criminal
investigations, particularly those related to money laundering, terrorism financing, or
illicit organizations. Additionally, licensees must meet technical requirements to safeguard
financial operations and investor data, as well as financial obligations, including minimum
capital, credit guarantees, and insurance.

Both the Resolution and the 2023 VARA Guidelines emphasize that all VASPs must strictly
comply with anti-money laundering (AML) and counter-terrorism financing (CTF)
obligations, as well as align with federal laws and international standards, particularly
those issued by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
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Regulating digital market power

Regulating digital market power: lessons from the Google Shopping
case and implications for the Lebanese Competition Law

Maissaa Bassam Abdel Samad

The regulation of corporate dominance has become a central concern in modern
competition law, particularly in digital markets. A leading example is the European
Commission’s decision against Google in the Google Shopping case, which illustrates how
European Union (EU) laws address abuses of dominant positions and provide a useful
comparison with Lebanon’s developing legal framework.

In its 2017 decision, upheld by EU courts, the Commission found that Google abused its
dominance in the search market by favoring its own comparison in shopping services while
demoting competitors. This practice distorted competition and limited consumer choice,
constituting a violation of Article 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU). The €2.42 billion fine imposed reflects both the seriousness of the conduct
and the EU’s strong enforcement approach.

Beyond the sanction, the case highlights the EU’s willingness to adapt traditional
competition principles to digital realities. Control over visibility and access, rather than
price alone, was central to the finding of abuse. The decision signals a broader shift towards
regulating how platforms structure markets and influence competition.

Lebanon’s Competition Law No. 281/2022 similarly prohibits abuse of dominance,
suggesting that such conduct could theoretically fall within its scope. However, the
Lebanese framework remains largely reactive, and lacks specific provisions that address
digital platforms, including practices such as self-preferencing. Moreover, enforcement
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Regulating digital market power

mechanisms are still developing, which limit the practical application of the law in complex
corporate cases.

This comparison reveals a clear divergence: while the EU has developed a sophisticated and
proactive regime that is capable of addressing global digital actors, Lebanon’s system remains
in an early stage of implementation. As digital markets evolve, Lebanon may need to refine its
legal and institutional framework to effectively regulate corporate power and ensure
meaningful competition.
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Trending Now

Lebanese Parliament decides to extend its term for two years

After months of debate on possible extension and postponing parliamentary elections,
originally scheduled for May 2026, it has finally become official: on March 9th, 2026, the
Lebanese Parliament voted on extending its term by two years.

Indeed, in light of the Israeli attacks that have been raging on Lebanese territories since
Hezbollah intervened in the US-Israel war against Iran, MPs met in a plenary session
that day, at exactly 11 a.m. Lebanon time, and decided to prolong their term for two years,
with 76 votes in favor, 41 against, and four abstentions.

Naturally, the decision sparked political and constitutional controversy, with some
(including us at SALAMAS,) believing that it expands the decade-long Lebanese crisis, and
that most importantly, it contradicts the essence of a democratic system based on
periodic elections and the renewal of popular legitimacy - and it is for this specific
reason that, almost immediately after the extension decision was issued, some parties
took to the Constitutional Court in order to challenge it —, whilst others deemed it
necessary in war times that disrupt the normal course of political life.
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	SALAMAS LAW FIRM
	LEGAL REVIEW
	March 2026     |     Issue 09
	CELEBRATING THE STRENGTH OF WOMEN AND MOTHERS
	A Monthly International Legal Brief on Immigration, Regulatory, & Investment Law


	OVERVIEW
	“ Between innovation and regulation: redefining justice, knowledge, and human responsibility in a transforming world.”
	TIP OF THE MONTH:
	When dealing with legal or immigration matters, do not wait for a problem to appear before seeking advice. Consulting a lawyer at the right moment can help you avoid costly mistakes and move forward with greater confidence and clarity.
	SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns immigration and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts, court rulings, and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America, then translate them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you can act on. Each issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so that founders, investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals, and stay compliant without wading through legal noise.



	EDITORIAL
	“ In times of crisis, public awareness and the rule of law are the first line of defense Long live the UAE, a land of safety and security”
	When nations face dire circumstances, and crises intensify, and news reports and analyses are abound, public awareness becomes a must, perhaps far more so than any formal procedure. In such moments, to worry or observe events from afar is not enough – we must know how to act, how to protect our society, and how to be a part of stability rather than increased tension. Here, the law emerges as the one authority to regulate situations, govern responses, and eventually preserve the State’s dignity and the balance in society. The law is not a mere collection of texts that resolve disputes, but rather a framework that protects people, prevents chaos, and establishes boundaries for every right and a place for every obligation. In times of crisis, the law’s importance is more evident than ever, for it remains the supervisor that safeguards public interest, and stops emotional reactions from turning into actions that undermine security and stability.  At this stage, citizens bear a great responsibility. Well-informed citizens must not get swept up in rumors, nor contribute to spreading fear, and nor circulate unverified information, because in delicate moments, words can either reassure people or confuse them. Therefore, every individual’s first obligation is to obtain information from official sources, to remain calm, and to adhere to instructions and regulations, because respecting the rules in difficult circumstances is not just a personal obligation, but a direct contribution to the protection of society as a whole.


	Supporting the State is not simply about emotions or general statements; it is about behaving responsibly, which begins with the simplest things: – To not spread unchecked news. – To not exaggerate facts. – To not cause panic. – To adhere to all decisions issued by the competent authorities. A citizen who abides by the law, respects decisions, and acts with awareness, protects not only his or herself, but also his/her family, community, and homeland. Conversely, any laxity in this regard may pave the way for chaos, erode trust, and heighten tensions at a time in which society is in most need for cohesion and discipline. Moreover, legal professionals bear a similar, but no less important, responsibility, which not only limits itself to explaining legal texts or speaking in a specialized legal language, but also expands to simplifying concepts for the people, clarifying their rights and obligations, and contributing to the dissemination of a calm and responsible legal culture. In tensive times like these, what societies need is a clear legal voice that explains, reassures, and prevents confusion, not a bunch of speeches that just increase the complexity and ambiguity – indeed, when the law reaches out to people through a comprehensive language, it transforms from a rigid text into a tool for awareness, from a written rule into a genuine safeguard for public conduct. Thus, the relationship between the law and citizens at this stage carries genuine complementarity, under which citizens are demanded to exercise awareness and discipline, and legal professionals to provide guidance and clarification. The State remains the authority through which public interest is safeguarded. If each party fulfills its role, the law transforms from a mere written rule into a real force that preserves security and stability, and grants society a greater capacity to face challenges with confidence and composure. The greatest danger that societies face today during crises is not just the event itself, but how people react to it; for a rumor can become a threat, haste can lead to harm, and one irresponsible word can cause confusion and erode trust. Therefore, awareness is no mere cultural issue; it is a national obligation as well. Compliance with the law is no minor formality; it is civilized and responsible behavior that reflects a genuine understanding of what it means to belong. At this stage, we need a message that reminds people that patriotism is not solely measured by enthusiasm, but also by respect of the system, trust in institutions, the ability to exercise self-restraint, and adherence to the law when circumstances become dire. A good citizen knows that protecting the homeland begins with respecting the rules, and that it is not slogans that preserve stability, but awareness, discipline, and responsibility. A strong society is not free of challenges, but it knows how to face them with reason, overcome them through unity, and maintain its cohesion under the rule of law. The UAE is a leading global model of security, safety, and stability, with its wise leadership committed to making the safety of citizens and residents a top priority. Thanks to the efforts of the police and armed forces, as well as its continuous innovation in digital technology, the country is ranked among the safest destinations in the world, ensuring a stable environment for prosperity and a decent life. Perhaps what most distinguishes the UAE is its global ranking, as it jumped 31 places in the 2024 Global Peace Index and ranked high in the safest countries’ list, which reflects the highest levels of stability and prosperity. In addition to that stable environment, the country provides a safe setting that allows citizens and residents to go about their daily lives in peace and tranquility.
	Last but not least, there is the element of social cohesion, whether between the people and the authorities or between citizens and residents, which makes residents feel as though they are at home among their own people. In conclusion, the most important truth remains that crises, no matter how severe, are met not with chaos but with awareness, managed not with emotion but with reason, and overcome only under the rule of law. When citizens abide by their obligations, and when legal professionals carry out their mission, trust in institutions remains strong, and society becomes more resilient and better equipped to overcome challenges with steadfastness and balance. In this context, trust in the UAE’s sensible governing system – with its wise governance, steadfast vision grounded in the rule of law, and high competence in safeguarding security and stability – remains a source of reassurance for society and a model to be emulated in responsible leadership and effective crisis management. We hope that the UAE remains an oasis of peace and prosperity, thanks to this cohesion that endures through gratitude, praise, and tireless work.

	Dr Salam Abdel-Samad   Attorney at Law  Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law Firm
	A TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS, A SALUTE TO WOMEN
	Eliane Ayoub:
	Maissa Abdel Samad:
	Jessica Deeb:
	Serge Elia:
	We look for life elsewhere, but we kill it here


	We look for life elsewhere, but we kill it here
	Former BBA President Antonio al-Hashem
	In a paradox that sums up the tragedy of our age, we spend billions of dollars searching for signs of life on a distant planet, while wasting trillions on wars, destruction, and killing life on Earth. We are not facing a crisis of science, but a crisis of conscience. Science is advancing, but humanity is regressing morally. We search for water on Mars, and yet we fail to preserve water here. What is the point of looking for possible life in space if we destroy on a daily basis all the conditions that allow us to have life on this planet? What kind of civilization constructs astronomical observatories to survey the Universe while simultaneously burning its own home to the ground with its own hands? Planet Earth is not a mere place we inhabit; it is our memory, our only home, even our destiny. It is where love, prayer, and feelings were born, and it is also where blood was shed and graves were built. What our world lacks today is not intelligence, but compassion; not discovery, but wisdom. The most important question is no longer: “Is there life out there?”, but rather: “Will we preserve life here?” Greatness lies not in reaching for the stars, but in not betraying our Mother Earth!

	Because a Mother Deserves More Than Celebration

	On Her Day: Because a Mother Deserves More Than Celebration
	Jessica Deeb
	In the month of March, where the significance of International Women’s Day meets the warmth and reverence of Mother’s Day, our gratitude is renewed toward every woman who has chosen to persevere with dignity and love, to transform her daily efforts into a story of achievement, and to turn her many responsibilities into a source of strength that propels her forward. At her core, a woman is not merely a symbol of tenderness; she is equally a figure of quiet resilience, unwavering determination, and boundless generosity. Amid her many roles and weighty responsibilities, she remains capable of carrying life within her heart, inspiring hope in those around her, and writing, through patience and perseverance, a success story worthy of being told with pride. If the celebration of women and mothers reflects sincere appreciation for their place and role in society, true justice requires that such appreciation be translated into genuine support and meaningful empowerment. The empowerment of women in general, and mothers in particular, is neither a social luxury nor a ceremonial theme reserved for special occasions. It is a human, professional, and societal necessity. Every day, the working mother faces a dual responsibility: caring for her children and family while simultaneously striving to prove herself in the professional sphere. Yet she continues with remarkable resolve, guided by a generous heart, a vigilant mind, and an unbreakable will. A truly aware institution is one that understands that supporting women is not achieved through rhetoric alone, but through trust, opportunity, recognition of ambition, and a sincere belief in their

	Because a Mother Deserves More Than Celebration
	This support must also be reflected in public policies and modern legislative frameworks capable of protecting women, and mothers in particular, and enabling them to achieve a fair balance between professional obligations and family responsibilities. There is today a pressing need to advance legal and institutional measures that, for example, extend maternity leave and promote more flexible working arrangements for mothers, particularly in the private sector, so that professional demands do not become an impediment to their essential role in the care and upbringing of their children. Genuine belief in the value of women cannot be complete without recognizing that the upbringing of future generations constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of social stability and nation-building, and that the family remains the primary foundation of society. This necessarily requires institutions to adopt fairer and more equitable policies that take into account the particular realities of motherhood and support women in fulfilling both their familial and professional missions.
	At SALAMAS Law Firm, these principles are not confined to seasonal expressions or symbolic statements; they are part of a lived professional reality. Our working environment includes five women lawyers and legal professionals, reflecting the meaningful presence of women not merely in number, but in competence, awareness, commitment, and the ability to shoulder responsibility and create impact. I say this from a deeply valued personal experience: being a mother of two children has never constituted an obstacle to my professional journey at SALAMAS. On the contrary, I have found within this institution a supportive environment that has enabled me to pursue, with confidence, a meaningful balance between my role as a mother and my professional ambition as a legal practitioner seeking growth and fulfilment. On this occasion, I extend my sincere appreciation to Dr. Salam Abdel Samad for his consistent support of women, his genuine belief in their role, and his enduring commitment to making the workplace a true space for development and the realization of aspirations. His encouragement, sincere support, and fair and enlightened regard for working women, particularly mothers, have left a profound mark on this journey. I also recall, with particular appreciation, words that touched me deeply when he once said: “How wonderful it is to pursue your dreams while the laughter and liveliness of your children surround you.” Those words were not merely a passing compliment; they reflected a sincere conviction that motherhood does not diminish a woman’s success, but rather gives it deeper meaning and greater humanity.
	In conclusion, on the occasion of Women’s Day and Mother’s Day, we can only bow in respect before every woman who perseveres in silence, and every mother who shapes from hardship a life, from patience a future, and from love a small homeland that remains forever alive in the hearts of her children. We also remember, with loyalty and reverence, the mothers who have departed this world after leaving behind a beautiful legacy and an enduring memory that time cannot erase from the hearts of those they nurtured. A woman is not merely one half of society; she is its beating heart, its inspiring force, and the school that shapes the other half. Womanhood will always remain a story of strength written anew each day, and motherhood will always remain its noblest and most profound chapter, for a mother does not shape only her own life, but also the lives of all those around her.
	A new law regulating shared housing in UAE

	A new law regulating shared housing has been enacted in Dubai
	Dr Salam Abdel-Samad
	UAE vice-president and Prime minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum has recently issued a new law, Law No. (4) of 2026, which regulates the management and occupancy of shared housing in the Emirate of Dubai, with the goal of achieving the following objectives: – Safeguarding the rights of owners and residents, and ensuring equity during the leasing of residential units designated for shared housing, thereby contributing to the stability of the Emirate’s real estate market. – Improving the shared housing system and addressing building and land use violations. – Ensuring safe and healthy living conditions for various social groups in the Emirate, which sometimes requires the aim to prevent overcrowding and informal housing in residential areas. The new law stipulates the following:
	The competent authority for overseeing shared housing: Under the new law, Dubai Municipality is the competent authority for overseeing shared housing in the Emirate, therefore making it responsible for carrying out the following tasks and powers:
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	– Setting all necessary policies and strategic plans for regulating shared housing. – Submitting them to the Dubai Executive Council for approval. – Establishing conditions for designating areas where shared housing is permitted, including maximum occupancy limits and space per resident. – Determining the criteria and specifications required for areas where shared housing is permitted, which occurs based on factors such as urban planning, population density and infrastructure. Dubai Municipality is also charged with managing a unified digital platform all across the Emirate of Dubai, in order to process and review applications for receiving permits related to shared housing.
	The conditions required for obtaining the permit: – The new law prohibits any person or entity from allocating a unit for shared housing, unless the person or entity obtains a permit valid for one year, renewable. – The permit is issued and renewed in accordance with the conditions and procedures specified in rules set by the Director General of Dubai Municipality, and in coordination with the Dubai Land Department (DLD) and other relevant authorities. – When issuing or renewing a permit, the conditions and requirements stipulated in the new law must be met, including maximum occupancy limits and space per resident.
	The conditions for leasing a residential unit: – The right to lease a shared housing unit is only granted to the owner or an authorized establishment. – Tenants may not sublease the shared housing unit or any part of it to third parties. – The shared housing unit is leased after obtaining the permit, and leasing agreements can happen in one of the three following ways: * The owner rents the unit directly to the residents. * A licensed establishment manages the shared housing unit and leases it on behalf of the owner. * A licensed establishment leases the owner’s shared housing unit and subleases it to tenants. – In the event of any dispute, the Dubai Rental Disputes Center shall have sole jurisdiction to hear and resolve it.
	Penalties and administrative measures: – Anyone who violates the provisions of the new law and all related decisions shall be subject to fines ranging from AED 500 to AED 500,000. – The fine may be doubled, up to a maximum of AED 1 million, if the same violation is committed again within one year. – The law also authorizes Dubai Municipality, the DLD and other competent authorities to impose a number of administrative measures on transgressors, including: * Suspension from conducting business activities for up to six months. * Cancellation of the permit. * Eviction from the non-compliant housing unit in application to a judgment issued by the enforcement judge at the Dubai Rental Disputes Center.
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	The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum Before June 2026: Practical Implications for Asylum, Solidarity, and Border Procedures
	Jessica Deeb
	The EU Pact on Migration and Asylum represents the most substantial reform of the Common European Asylum System in recent years. Although the Pact entered into force on 12 June 2024, its main rules will begin to apply on 12 June 2026, following a two-year transition period designed to allow Member States and EU institutions to adapt their legal, administrative, and technical systems. Officially, the Pact is intended to create a more effective and coherent framework for managing migration and asylum at Union level, while preserving fundamental-rights guarantees and reducing unequal pressure on frontline states. In March 2026, the Justice and Home Affairs Council confirmed that the Pact’s implementation remains a central EU priority ahead of its date of application. In practical terms, the Pact will transform three central dimensions of EU asylum law. First, asylum procedures will become more harmonized and more structured: the Asylum Procedure Regulation introduces common deadlines, , requires decisions in most cases within six months, and allows accelerated examination in certain cases, while also preserving procedural guarantees such as information rights, interviews, interpretation, and access to free legal counselling upon request.  Second, border governance will become more operationally central through the Screening Regulation, which imposes uniform identity, health, and security checks, generally within seven days at the external border and three days for persons apprehended within the territory, followed by rapid channelling into asylum, border, or return procedures.
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	Third, solidarity will cease to be primarily ad hoc and will become part of a permanent annual mechanism: in November 2025, the Commission launched the first Annual Migration Management Cycle, which identifies states under migratory pressure and proposes an Annual Solidarity Pool to be adopted by the Council, with contributions that may include relocation, financial support, or alternative measures. The Pact therefore seeks to rebalance the traditional tension between responsibility and solidarity by combining stricter border management with a more regularized distribution of burdens among Member States.
	From a legal perspective, the significance of the Pact lies less in any single regulation than in the systemic logic it introduces: a tighter connection between screening, asylum determination, return, responsibility allocation, and solidarity management. Its success, however, will depend on implementation rather than legislative design alone. The Commission has already acknowledged that, despite significant progress, further efforts remain necessary to ensure that national administrations, data systems, and procedural safeguards are fully operational by June 2026. Accordingly, the Pact may be understood as an ambitious attempt to constitutionalize a common European migration order—one that promises greater predictability and uniformity, but whose legitimacy will ultimately depend on whether efficiency at the border can be reconciled with effective access to protection and respect for fundamental rights.
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	The New H-1B Weighted Selection System: A Legal Analysis of Cap Allocation and Skilled Migration in the United States
	Jessica Deeb
	The New H-1B Weighted Selection System
	The U.S. final rule entitled “Weighted Selection Process for Registrants and Petitioners Seeking to File Cap-Subject H-1B Petitions,” published on 29 December 2025, marks a significant shift in the legal structure of cap-subject H-1B selection. For the FY 2027 cap season, USCIS announced that the initial registration period would open on 4 March 2026, meaning that the new system would govern the next annual allocation cycle. Unlike the former model, which relied on a largely random lottery once registrations exceeded available numbers, the new framework is expressly designed to generally favor higher-skilled and higher-paid foreign nationals, thereby transforming H-1B selection from a chance-based mechanism into a weighted administrative process.
	Under the amended regulatory scheme, when selection becomes necessary, USCIS assigns each unique beneficiary to the lowest Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS) wage level among all registrations filed on that beneficiary’s behalf. The beneficiary is then entered into the selection pool according to that wage level: Level IV four times, Level III three times, Level II twice, and Level I once. The regulation further provides that USCIS conducts the regular-cap selection first and then the advanced-degree exemption selection, using the same weighted method where oversubscription exists. Legally, the reform is not limited to registration mechanics: a petitioner may file only on the basis of a valid selected registration, may not substitute the beneficiary, and must submit a petition that matches the selected registration and includes a proffered wage equal to or exceeding the prevailing wage corresponding to the selected wage level.
	From a legal-policy perspective, this reform redefines the H-1B cap as a system that uses compensation as a proxy for merit. In practical terms, it is likely to improve selection odds for employers able to offer wages at the upper OEWS levels, while comparatively disadvantaging entry-level positions, lower-wage geographic markets, and cost-constrained employers, even where the job itself satisfies specialty-occupation requirements; that conclusion follows directly from the rule’s wage-based weighting formula and from USCIS guidance requiring registrants to select the highest corresponding OEWS wage level supported by the offered wage. The new model therefore advances the government’s stated objective of privileging higher-paid and, by implication, higher-skilled workers, but it also raises a broader doctrinal question: whether wage level alone is an adequate legal criterion for allocating access to a specialty-worker visa regime intended to serve the structural needs of the U.S. economy.
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	Dubai cryptocurrency regulation: legal framework and compliance for virtual assets
	Rita El-Khoury
	In recent years, the world has witnessed a rapid evolution in financial technology, leading to the emergence of virtual assets and cryptocurrencies as prominent modern financial instruments for investment and digital transactions. This development prompted the UAE, particularly the Emirate of Dubai, to establish a comprehensive legal framework so as to regulate virtual assets, notably through Dubai Law No. (4) of 2022 on the Regulation of Virtual Assets, whose Article 2 defines virtual assets as “a digital representation of value that can be digitally traded or transferred, or used as a medium of exchange, payment, or for investment purposes, including virtual tokens and any other digital representation of value determined by the authority in this regard”. This broad definition indicates that virtual assets extend beyond well-known digital currencies, so as to include digital tokens and other assets that rely on digital technologies like blockchain. Complementing this law are the 2023 Regulatory Guidelines, issued by Dubai’s Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority (VARA), and Cabinet Resolution No. (111) of 2022 on regulating virtual assets and their service providers.  The UAE’s legal framework aims to support technological innovation in financial technology, regulate the virtual asset sector in Dubai, and enhance the Emirate’s position as a global hub for the digital economy, while ensuring compliance with anti-money laundering (AML) and counter-terrorism, as well as financing regulations and protecting the financial system’s integrity.
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	Dubai Law No. (4) of 2022 established the Emirate’s Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority, a public institution tasked with overseeing and regulating the virtual asset sector. This Authority is empowered with a wide range of regulatory and supervisory functions, including: – Setting general policies and strategic plans. – Regulating the issuance and offering of virtual assets and tokens. – Overseeing disclosures. – Licensing and supervising virtual asset service providers (VASPs) to ensure compliance with the law and its implementing regulations. Beyond Dubai’s local framework, the federal level also plays a significant role through the Securities and Commodities Authority (SCA), as provided under Cabinet Resolution No. (111) of 2022. The SCA supervises virtual asset activities and service providers across the UAE – including free zones –, issues regulatory decisions, licenses service providers, defines operational requirements, and ensures compliance with applicable laws, particularly in regards to investor data protection. The legal regime in Dubai is based on a fundamental principle, pursuant to which engaging in any virtual asset-related activity requires prior authorization from the competent authority. And for that matter, Article 15 of Law No. (4) prohibits any virtual asset activity without obtaining a license from VARA, and mandates that entities maintain a local presence and adopt a legally recognized structure approved by the relevant commercial licensing authority. As for Article 16, it specifies the activities requiring authorization, including the following: – Operating and managing virtual asset platforms. – Providing exchange services between virtual assets and fiat currencies. – Offering crypto-to-crypto exchange services. – Transferring and safeguarding virtual assets. – Managing wallets. – Issuing or trading digital tokens. Cabinet Resolution No. (111) reinforces this licensing requirement at the federal level. The 2023 Virtual Assets Regulatory Guidelines provide certain exemptions from licensing for professionals such as lawyers, accountants, or advisors, provided the virtual asset activities are incidental to their professional practice and covered by professional insurance. Licensing requirements, as detailed in Article 7 of Cabinet Resolution No. (111), include ensuring that the applicant and his/her partners are not listed on any local or international sanctions or terrorism lists, and that they are not subject to any criminal investigations, particularly those related to money laundering, terrorism financing, or illicit organizations. Additionally, licensees must meet technical requirements to safeguard financial operations and investor data, as well as financial obligations, including minimum capital, credit guarantees, and insurance. Both the Resolution and the 2023 VARA Guidelines emphasize that all VASPs must strictly comply with anti-money laundering (AML) and counter-terrorism financing (CTF) obligations, as well as align with federal laws and international standards, particularly those issued by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
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	Regulating digital market power: lessons from the Google Shopping case and implications for the Lebanese Competition Law
	Maissaa Bassam Abdel Samad
	The regulation of corporate dominance has become a central concern in modern competition law, particularly in digital markets. A leading example is the European Commission’s decision against Google in the Google Shopping case, which illustrates how European Union (EU) laws address abuses of dominant positions and provide a useful comparison with Lebanon’s developing legal framework.  In its 2017 decision, upheld by EU courts, the Commission found that Google abused its dominance in the search market by favoring its own comparison in shopping services while demoting competitors. This practice distorted competition and limited consumer choice, constituting a violation of Article 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). The €2.42 billion fine imposed reflects both the seriousness of the conduct and the EU’s strong enforcement approach.  Beyond the sanction, the case highlights the EU’s willingness to adapt traditional competition principles to digital realities. Control over visibility and access, rather than price alone, was central to the finding of abuse. The decision signals a broader shift towards regulating how platforms structure markets and influence competition.  Lebanon’s Competition Law No. 281/2022 similarly prohibits abuse of dominance, suggesting that such conduct could theoretically fall within its scope. However, the Lebanese framework remains largely reactive, and lacks specific provisions that address digital platforms, including practices such as self-preferencing. Moreover, enforcement
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	mechanisms are still developing, which limit the practical application of the law in complex corporate cases. This comparison reveals a clear divergence: while the EU has developed a sophisticated and proactive regime that is capable of addressing global digital actors, Lebanon’s system remains in an early stage of implementation. As digital markets evolve, Lebanon may need to refine its legal and institutional framework to effectively regulate corporate power and ensure meaningful competition.
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	Lebanese Parliament decides to extend its term for two years
	After months of debate on possible extension and postponing parliamentary elections, originally scheduled for May 2026, it has finally become official: on March 9th, 2026, the Lebanese Parliament voted on extending its term by two years. Indeed, in light of the Israeli attacks that have been raging on Lebanese territories since Hezbollah intervened in the US-Israel war against Iran, MPs met in a plenary session that day, at exactly 11 a.m. Lebanon time, and decided to prolong their term for two years, with 76 votes in favor, 41 against, and four abstentions. Naturally, the decision sparked political and constitutional controversy, with some (including us at SALAMAS) believing that it expands the decade-long Lebanese crisis, and that most importantly, it contradicts the essence of a democratic system based on periodic elections and the renewal of popular legitimacy – and it is for this specific reason that, almost immediately after the extension decision was issued, some parties took to the Constitutional Court in order to challenge it –, whilst others deemed it necessary in war times that disrupt the normal course of political life.



