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TIP OF THE MONTH:

Do not risk your life by taking illegal sea routes.
Irregular maritime migration exposes individuals
and families to serious dangers, exploitation, legal
consequences, and uncertainty.

With the right legal guidance, there may always be
safer and lawful alternatives to explore.

SALAMAS Law Firm is here to help you understand
your options and choose the right immigration
pathway with clarity, professionalism, and care.

Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere. We are
caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality, tiedin a
single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly.
(Martin Luther King Jr.)
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SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns immigration

and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts, court rulings,

and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America, then translate

them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you can act on. Each

issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so that founders,

investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals, and stay

compliant without wading through legal noise.
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EDITORIAL

From insight to action: how SALAMAS Law Firm

turns immigration law into real-world solutions

For twelve consecutive issues, SALAMAS Law Firm has translated, through its monthly
Legal Review, complex immigration frameworks into clear, practical guidance. Every
month, we track policy shifts, court rulings, and regulatory updates from around the
world, before turning them into eligibility maps, risk flags, and strategic options that
our dear readers can use for their own benefit.

For many families, entrepreneurs and professionals, reading about immigration rules
is only the first step, for the real challenge is embodying these rules into a successful,
well-documented file that can withstand consular and administrative scrutiny, tight
deadlines, and changing policies - and this is where SALAMAS Law Firm steps in, not
only as the issuer of this Legal Review, but also as a valuable legal partner for end-to-
end immigration strategy and representation.

Sure enough, rather than simply “collecting documents”, we plan a coherent
evidentiary file that has everything, from financial proofs, employment records and
business plans, to academic documents, family and civil status records, and supporting
letters that are aligned with consular expectations.

At SALAMAS Law Firm, we combine our role as publisher with our core mission as a
law firm specialized in immigration. For us, immigration is more than just formalities
and procedures; it mainly concerns protecting individuals, families, businesses, projects
and investments via solid legal strategies.
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Within our Immigration Department - run by Jessica Deeb -, we offer end-to-end
support through the following steps:

- We assess each case.

- We design the most suitable immigration pathway, which we do through preparing
and filing applications for any country of desire (Canada, the USA, Australia, New Zealand, a
European country, you name it).

- If necessary, we respond to additional document requests, and even assist with
interviews.

- We make a coherent evidentiary file that meets legal and procedural requirements.

- We also intervene in refusals and other complex situations through appeals, reviews
or restructured applications.

As an international law firm based in both Lebanon and the UAE, we possess a footprint
that combines local presence and understanding with a genuine international outlook,
which usually involves working with international partner firms in strategic jurisdictions, as
well as following global trends in immigration policies and case laws - and our Legal Review
is one of many tools we use to keep both our clients and our peers up to date.

As such, whenever someone in need - whether in Lebanon or abroad - contacts us,
he/she will not start from ground zero, for his/her case shall be handled by a legal team
that already monitors in a tailor-made strategy the legal environment governing the
applicant’s situation, be it straightforward or utterly complex.

W Salam ABDEL-SAMAD
\\ Attorney at Law
\\\ Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law Firm
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The president’s words

Dr Salwa Chekri Karam
Attorney Melhem Maroun Karam

This year, more than ever before, the rent issue is back in the spotlight, amidst the
worsening of a newly emerged social crisis—one that will sadly continue to be a persistent
and pervasive phenomenon: the mass forced displacement in Lebanon, a result of the recent
war waged on the country.

The rental crisis in Lebanon is nothing new, with the first “exceptional” laws dating back

to the 1950s—if anything, rental laws have always been classified as "exceptional.”
From the civil war’s outbreak in early 1975, all the way to this year’s recent war, the social
repercussion remains the same, without ever changing or shifting: forced displacement, the
price of which is being paid by innocent civilians, who desire for nothing more than to live in
peace, security, and dignity—as if the life they aspire to and long for was never truly one of
their fundamental rights.

The only thing that changed between 1975 and 2026 is perhaps the type of weapon used,
not the criminal intent itself, which stems from external interference centered on divisions
over interests within Lebanon—in its lands, wealth, culture, history, present, and future -;
and so, instead of using rifles and tanks, now considered conventional due to the far-
reaching and unprecedented technological advancements in weaponry and military
innovations, States today resort to missiles and integrated air forces that are more advanced,
more effective, and more precise than any other weapon system in history - as if they forgot
(or rather, chose to forget) that a single 50-gram bullet is enough to kill a human being.
However, the entire situation has changed and shifted, swept away (so to speak) by the
discovery of new natural riches, which only serve to make the powerful even more so, even
more greedy and tyrannical, as well as strengthen their will to control the riches, so as to
dominate the whole world, its influence, and its wealth.

Where do “local” issues fit in this rapidly evolving world?

Local issues—such as, but not limited to, rent disputes -, particularly in Lebanon, aim to
organize social, legal, economic, and even political relations. Yes, political, having long been
marked by doubt, disagreement, grievances, complaints, chaos, and lack of justice, logic, and




equality.

Twenty-three years after the issuance of the last rental law, back in 1992, a new law was
passed in 2014, in an attempt to restore balance and justice between rights and interests that
have long been characterized by polarization and division, as well as a lack of convergence,
dialogue, and mutual understanding required to find appropriate solutions, for between
those years, there was nothing but chaos and the complete absence of logic. For example,
every time a landlord tried to repossess the leased property for, say, family needs, he was
obliged to pay the tenant an eviction allowance called “vacuity” (sl>JI in Arabic), which
amounts to 40% of the rent as if the property were vacant—this added, of course, to the
obligation of taking into account other factual and necessary factors, such as the property’s
space, its condition, and the area where it is located, all based on data, evidence, and
grounds explained to the judge by experts and professionals in the real estate field.

With the last law’s enactment in 2014, followed by its amendment in 2017, we find that the
rental issue did not change nor shift; rather, it dissipated amidst tens of thousands of old,
cracked buildings that are threatened with collapse, alongside the rent law’s provisions,
clauses, and articles, all amended (as previously mentioned) in 2017, but in any case
contradictory and even unfair at times, whether to the landlord or the tenant, thus leading
to the current mass forced displacement, estimated at around 1,200,000 people, due to the
recent war on Lebanon, which began on the 2" of March, 2026.

The title of this article, “The president’s words”, does not refer to His Excellency the
president of the Lebanese Republic, General Joseph Aoun - even though His Excellency’s
words rise above all, for he is the master who speaks, decides, and acts -, but rather to the
single civil judge who examines rental cases in all six Lebanese governorates (mohafazats),
for such words—and by that, we mean the issued judicial ruling - are of the utmost and most
vital importance, especially in light of the law’s ambiguity. As such, it becomes the judge’s
duty, under penalty of seeing him committing denial of justice, to interpret the law in a
manner and with a meaning to achieve justice and equality.

The words of His Excellency, the president of Lebanon, have an impact on the nation, the
people, the country, the whole homeland... amidst the tensions, divisions, threats, and
regional and international conflicts that dictate the fates of entire peoples and nations;
whereas the words of His Honor, the rent judge, will have an impact on restoring balance—
and not just equilibrium—in a significant social issue, through which harmony (so to speak) is
restored between the landlord’s rights, which he claims are being infringed upon, and the
tenant’s rights, which he claims are being denied.

And so, Your Honor, he who presides over rental cases, in light of a law that has become in
dire need of interpretation, amendment, modernization, and development, the floor is yours,
for words belong to the president, and you preside over the words.




The plight of reason in times of instinct
Former BBA President Antonio al-Hashem

The plight that Lebanon is going through these days not only lies in its institutions’
ruin, nor solely in its economic collapse, but in this profound regression that has affected
reason itself, to the point in which rationality is being considered a crime, foresight a
weakness, and wisdom a departure from the norm in these times of instinct - as if the
country, at the very moment it is in dire need of awareness, decided to cast aside the
very thing that could save it: reason.

The greatest tragedy is when reason is degraded, when society loses all of its moral
resilience, and so the people become more prone to fear, more willing to follow, more
vulnerable to all rhetoric that stirs up bigotry and clouds foresight.

Lebanon today suffers from lack of wisdom, from the atrophy of that inner space that
allows Man to think before screaming, to understand before judging, to see the homeland
as greater than any sect, leader, and immediate interest.

The prestige of having ideas gave way to the hysteria of taking sides. Reasonable

inquiry yielded to ready-made answers, right until dysfunction ran deeper than politics,
becoming a flaw in the collective psyche and the meaning of coexistence.
Nevertheless, talking about the plight of reason is no lamenting for a fallen era; it is a call
for a higher form of resistance, which is opposing mediocrity through thinking,
instigation through foresight, internal collapse through upholding the dignity of
citizenship, rejecting betrayal, and labelling one another.

Nations indeed do not solely die when their borders are being bombarded, for it also
happens when their reason is being stifled, and their peoples are left to be preyed upon
by emotion, fear, and repetition.




Today, Lebanon needs the courage of reason, a mind that loves its homeland without
succumbing to instinct, and believes that patriotism is about raising one’s vision rather than
one’s voice.

That is the plight of reason in Lebanon these days: it must be a necessity for survival, not
something that seems like the last thing we need.




War is a trap, time for peace
Serge Elia

We grow old, but peace is still never achieved. How long will it take for us to realize how
high the price of war can be, and how heavily it can take its toll on all generations, past,
present and future?

It is high time we realized that the peace our children, and then their own children, will
have is a victory. Have we forgotten what famous French writer Victor Hugo once said:
“Peace is the virtue of civilization. War is its crime” (“La paix est la vertu de la civilisation. La
guerre en est le crime”)?

Yes, war is capable of destroying generations for decades.

Who said that life is not meant to be lived safely, with love and hope for a better future?
War is a trap, and nations fall into it because of their blindness and thirst for domination and
tyranny; whereas those who forge peace deserve recognition.

It is high time to tilt the balance and completely change the standards of this world, so
that nations no longer pride themselves on inflicting harm upon their so-called “enemies”,
making them endure heavy losses, and worst of all bringing about peace by killing civilians -
especially the elderly, women, and children - who have nothing to do with politics, yet suffer
the consequences of a war for which they are not responsible.

War is a trap, blessed are those who do not fall into it - in fact, blessed are those who
seek fair and sincere peace, the real peacemakers that Jesus Christ spoke about.

May the fragile ceasefire that was announced on April 16™, 2026, be the solid foundation
for a lasting and comprehensive peace. But by the looks of it, it is only a matter of time
before that ceasefire shatters completely, things heat up again, and we fall back into the trap
of war.




Intellectual property in Lebanon: the law exists, but do we really
use it?
Maissaa Bassam Abdel-Samad
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Lebanon is nothing short on creativity. We export music, food, fashion, publishing, design,
brands, startups, and ideas. Much of a country’s value sits on things that are not physical: a

brand, a logo, a song, a recipe, a software code, a label, a reputation, etc...

So the real question is not whether intellectual property (IP) matters in Lebanon - it
clearly does -; the better question would be: do we actually treat it like property?

Legally, Lebanon is not starting from zero. It has been a member of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) since 1986, and its national IP office is the Office of
Intellectual Property (OIP) in Beirut. Lebanon is also part of the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property (Convention de Paris pour la protection de la propriété
industrielle in French), which is closely linked to trademarks, patents, industrial designs, and
unfair competition.

On alocal level, the framework is there too:

- Copyright is governed by Law No. 75/99 on the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Property.

- Patents are governed by Law No. 240/2000 on Patents.

- Trademarks and industrial designs remain largely tied to Decision No. 2385 L.R., issued
in 1924, on Commercial and Industrial Property, which remains central to trademark
protection in Lebanon.

But this is where the Lebanese problem begins - the law exists, but the mistake is waiting
until someone copies you to use it:

- A restaurant becomes famous before registering its name.

- A designer launches a collection before protecting the label.

- A startup builds software before deciding who owns the code.
- A musician releases his/her work before organizing the rights.




Then, only after someone else copies, imitates, imports, registers, or sells under a
confusingly similar name, everyone suddenly remembers IP - by then, the legal issue is
harder, more expensive, and more emotional.

Lebanese courts almost regularly deal with IP disputes. One such example is Nestlé v.
Ghaddar & Co., where the Court of Appeal in Beirut confirmed protection against trademark
and counterfeit infringement - the lesson is simple: when the right is documented and
infringement established, Lebanese courts can and will enforce IP rights.

The enforcement tools are also not weak on paper, for the Lebanese copyright law allows
provisional measures, seizure of evidence, stopping infringement, preventing future
infringement, and compensation for material and moral harm. For trademarks, registration
remains essential in practice.

So what is missing? It is not the law, but the timing.

Lebanese creators and businesses often think of IP as mere paperwork, when it is actually
an asset:

- A trademark is not just a form, it is the commercial identity of the business.

- Copyright is not just a theory, it is control over copying, publishing, licensing, and
monetization.

- A patent is not just a certificate, it is a value if filed properly and early enough.

The conclusion is not complicated: Lebanon has an intellectual property system. But
Lebanese businesses need to stop treating IP as something to fix after the damage is done.

In Lebanon, creativity is everywhere. Protection should be too.
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The new amendments in the restoring citizenship law
Dr Salam Abdel-Samad

L 7_.,/} T )
R

s, L

l'l. B

B L Ll i | B L] (53O B

Early in May, the Lebanese government approved a draft law that aims to amend Law no.
41/2015, which sets forth the conditions for renaturalization - i.e., restoring Lebanese
citizenship -, following an amendment proposal submitted by several members of Parliament
last year. Among the most notable of these amendments, there are the following:

- The right to regain citizenship has been expanded, so that any person can apply for
renaturalization if his/her name or one of his/her male ancestors’ name is mentioned in the
1932 census, and kinship is extended to the fourth degree (i.e., cousins) rather than being
limited to the second degree (i.e., grandparents, siblings, and grandchildren).

- Deadlines and procedures have been shortened, as the timeframe for reviewing
applications at the General Directorate of Personal Status has been reduced. Likewise, a
deadline has been set for referring applications to the General Security Directorate, in order
for the latter to conduct the necessary inquiries and provide its findings within a specified
timeframe.

- A special committee has been established within the Ministry of Interior and
Municipalities, comprised of a judge, a representative of the State Council, and two directors
general, one of civil status and the other of expatriates. This committee is responsible for
reviewing citizenship restoration applications; it issues its decisions by majority, either on
accepting or refusing the application - in both cases, the decision can be contested before
the Civil Court of Appeal, with a special deadline for contesting decisions issued in absentia
(i.e., in the absence of the concerned person) -, and refers accepted applications for
implementation before competent authorities.

According to sources, the Ministry of the Interior approved certain amendments; and
simultaneously, it rejected other amendments deemed anti-constitutional or contrary to
administrative principles, emphasizing that the decision to grant citizenship must be issued
by an official decree, and that citizenship is a constitutional right that cannot be subject to
any time limit.

We at SALAMAS Law Firm also make the following observation: it appears that there is still
no mention of granting a Lebanese woman married to a foreigner the right to pass on her
nationality to her children - in fact, most of the debate over amending the law centers on this
very point, which still remains unaddressed to this day -; this added to the fact that
provisions linking the law’s implementation to the issuance of implementing decrees has not
been amended either.




Before Risking Your Life at Sea, Explore Your Legal Pathways

Jessica Deeb

Irregular maritime migration remains one of the most dangerous migration routes to
Europe. Thousands of people continue to risk their lives on overcrowded and unsafe boats,
often under the control of smuggling networks that exploit fear, poverty, and the lack of
legal guidance. Although irregular crossings to the European Union decreased in early 2026,
the humanitarian cost remains severe. Frontex reported that irregular border crossings into
the EU fell by 40% during the first four months of 2026, but also noted that the Central and
Eastern Mediterranean routes remain among the busiest and that more than 1,200 people
had already lost their lives in the Mediterranean during the year.

At the legal and policy level, Europe is no longer treating irregular migration only as a
border-management issue, but as part of a wider system combining screening, asylum
procedures, returns, anti-smuggling measures, and cooperation with third countries. The
EU Pact on Migration and Asylum, adopted in 2024 and entering into application on 12 June
2026, introduces stronger external border controls, mandatory screening, border
procedures, Eurodac biometric registration, solidarity mechanisms between Member States,
and fundamental rights monitoring. In parallel, the European Commission proposed a new
Common European System for Returns in March 2025, aiming to make return procedures
faster and more uniform across EU Member States, including through common return
decisions and mutual recognition of return orders. Europe has also moved toward
accelerated asylum procedures through “safe country of origin” rules, while maintaining the
principle that each case must still be examined individually.

This new European direction sends a clear message: irregular sea migration is becoming
more dangerous, more controlled, and less likely to lead to stable legal status. The Council of
Europe also adopted a political declaration in May 2026 confirming that states have the
sovereign right to control the entry and residence of foreign nationals, while remaining




bound by the European Convention on Human Rights. At the same time, the EU continues to
strengthen its fight against migrant smuggling and trafficking, including through enhanced
Europol cooperation and stronger prosecution of criminal networks. For individuals and
families considering migration, the safest decision is not to follow illegal sea routes, but to seek
proper legal advice and explore lawful alternatives such as work, study, family reunification,
investment, entrepreneurship, or humanitarian pathways where applicable. With the right
guidance, migration can be planned lawfully, safely, and strategically.

At SALAMAS Law Firm, we believe that no person should risk their life at sea. Legal
migration starts with the right information, the right strategy, and the right guidance.

Your life

matters - do
NOT risk It at
seq.




Digital Nomad Visas Rise Globally — How the UAE Is Competing for
Remote Workers

Jessica Deeb

Remote work has evolved from a temporary work arrangement into a permanent feature of
the global labor market. In response, many countries have introduced digital nomad visas,
allowing foreign professionals to reside legally in a country while continuing to work
remotely for employers or clients abroad. These programs have become an important
immigration tool, as governments seek to attract skilled, financially independent individuals
who contribute to the local economy without directly competing with the domestic labor
market.

The UAE, particularly Dubai and Abu Dhabi, has positioned itself as one of the leading
destinations in this global competition for remote talent. Through initiatives such as the
Remote Working Visa, also known as the Virtual Working Program, eligible professionals may
reside in the UAE while continuing to work for an overseas employer, company, or client,
without the need for a local sponsor or a traditional employment contract within the
country. This framework offers remote workers a flexible legal pathway to benefit from the
UAE’s dynamic business environment while maintaining their professional activities abroad.
The country’s attractiveness is further reinforced by its advanced digital infrastructure, high
safety standards, modern transportation,

international connectivity, multicultural lifestyle, and the absence of personal income tax.
Beyond lifestyle advantages, the UAE’s approach reflects a clear strategy to attract financially
stable and highly skilled individuals who can contribute to the local economy through
housing, services, tourism, and business activities, without directly affecting the local labour
market. As a result, the UAE continues to stand out as a premium destination for remote
professionals seeking security, efficiency, and long-term opportunities in a globally
connected environment.




As digital nomad visas become a standard part of modern immigration policy, competition
between countries is increasingly focused on attracting mobile professionals rather than only
permanent migrants. The UAE's approach reflects a broader strategy to build a knowledge-
based and globally connected economy by offering a secure, efficient, and high-quality
environment for remote workers. In this context, the question for digital professionals is no
longer only whether they can work remotely, but which country can offer the most favorable
and sustainable base for their personal and professional future.
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Flash Info: About the Strait of Hormuz
*

The Strait of Hormuz is in the news once again, as Iran recently announced it shut down
after briefly reopening it, due to the naval blockade that was imposed by the USA since the
hostilities in the Middle East began. Why has it become such a point of contention between
nations? What do international laws say on the matter?

What is the Strait of Hormuz?

- The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow waterway, at around 34 kilometers wide, between the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.

- As such, it forms an essential seaway passage between Iran and Oman.

- It is also one of the most important oil routes on Earth, as around 20% of the world’s oil
supply moves through it daily, making it a critical lifeline for global energy, trade and
economy, and thus one of the most strategically sensitive locations on the planet.

- Additionally, it is the only maritime route for several countries in the Gulf, including the
UAE and Qatar.

- Every ship, vessel or submarine, whether civilian or military, has a right of passage in the
Strait’s territorial sea, provided it be non-threatening, continuous, and with no belligerent
intention.

- Any disruption to this strategic strait can cause severe supply shortages, and by
extension give way to a political and economic crisis via:

* Driving oil and gas prices up, thereby leading to inflation.




Flash Info: About the Strait of Hormuz
*

* Threatening to collapse the ceasefire announced between Iran and the USA.

What do international laws say on the matter?

- A blockade is defined as a belligerent operation to prevent vessels and/or aircraft of all
States — whether enemy or neutral - from entering or exiting specified ports, airfields or
coastal areas belonging to, occupied by, or under the control of an enemy State.

- According to sources:

* Any blockade on the Strait of Hormuz may be tantamount to a serious breach of
international legal norms, even during a conflict.

* It could be classified as an act of aggression under established frameworks of
international law, specifically Article 3(c) of the United Nations General Assembly’s
Definition of Aggression and Article 8bis(2)(c) of the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court (ICC), both of which identify maritime blockades as a prohibited form of
force when carried out by one State against another.

* Such actions could fail to meet the legal threshold of self-defense and lack the necessary
authorisation from the UN Security Council.

- Moreover, the shipping lanes in the Strait of Hormuz are governed by international
maritime law and the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
which bind States regardless of formal consent, membership or lack of membership.

- In short, there is no legal basis in international law for taking actions in order to block
straits that are used for international navigation, which means that naval blockades can be
seen as acts of violence.

Conclusion

- As the situation in the Middle East keeps developing unpredictably, governments and
markets worldwide are holding their breath and monitoring every move made by both the
USA and Iran concerning the Strait of Hormuz.

- We rightfully ask: will diplomacy be truly able to prevent any escalation and keep the vital
trade route open and safe?
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The UAE left OPEC
On April 28™, 2026, the UAE announced its decision to withdraw from the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), and eventually left it by the 1% of May.

According to the Emirates News Agency (WAM), it was a decision that “reflects the
UAE’s long-term strategic and economic vision and evolving energy profile, including
accelerated investment in domestic energy production, and reinforces its commitment to
a responsible, reliable, and forward-looking role in global energy markets”

WAM further added that the UAE, which joined OPEC in 1967, “made significant
contributions and even greater sacrifices for the benefit of all. However, the time has
come to focus our efforts on what our national interest dictates (...)"

The decision was a surprise to many, considering that the UAE heavily invests on oil
production, with its capacity of producing around 4.8 million barrels per day. And most
importantly, it marked a setback for the OPEC cartel, which is already affected by the
ongoing crisis in the Middle East, as it threatens to further jeopardize its leverage over
global oil supplies and prices.

Founded in 1960, OPEC currently has twelve members, including Iran, Saudi Arabia,
and Venezuela. In 2016, in response to a dramatic fall in oil prices, driven largely by
significant increases in U.S. shale oil output - which in turn triggered a challenging
competition with the USA -, the organization formed an alliance with ten other oil-
producing countries - including Russia -, and created what is known as OPEC+, which
aims to stabilize global oil markets by managing production levels.
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