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TIP OF THE MONTH: Justice consists not in being

Do not despair in the face of harsh immigration neutralbetweer.l right and
policies, because the courts will always be there to wrong, but finding out the

help you fight back. right and upholding it,

With the right legal guidance, you will be able to wherever found, against the
find all suitable ways for your situation.

SALAMAS Law Firm is here to help you understand WIong,
your options and choose the right pathway with (Theodore Roosevelt)
clarity, professionalism, and care.
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SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns immigration
and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts, court rulings,
and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America, then translate
them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you can act on. Each
issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so that founders,
investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals, and stay
compliant without wading through legal noise.
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EDITORIAL

The Legal Review celebrates its first anniversary

This month marks a year since our Legal Review (LR) was first launched and published
via the Lebanese legal magazine Mahkama. Almost immediately, it was greeted with an
enormous positive feedback from our readers - and to this day, it still enjoys a positive
feedback, whether from our clients, our peers in both the legal and business fields, or
from those who do not work in either of those fields and yet still wish to expand their
knowledge.

For fourteen consecutive issues, we have been turning complex immigration
frameworks into clear, practical guidance for all those who wish to immigrate or are
interested in the subject.

For fourteen consecutive issues, we have been tracking shifts in immigration
policies, court rulings, visa insights, the latest updates happening around the world -
from the UAE and Lebanon (our homeland) to Canada, all the way to Saudi Arabia,
France, the USA and the like -, and even deep, philosophical matters, before writing
articles about them in both English and Arabic, and then putting them within reach of
readers, thus keeping them informed on all that is occurring worldwide, as well as
giving them the right resources to navigate them through the immigration process.

It is important to note (to parody Chat GPT) that the essence of our LR does not
come with an approach on whether these updates are good or bad, on whether the
immigration policies secretly serve a hidden political agenda (as some would say) while
openly claiming to organize immigration... We, as a respected law firm, are not
interested in these kinds of debates, because our LR solely aims to provide an overview
of the updates and lay out all the provisions (legal and the like) that govern them.
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We have also expanded the number of writers. Our LR now contains articles written by
members of the SALAMAS team, as well as by guest writers and collaborators, such as - but
not limited to - artist and climate justice activist Tolmeia Gregory, former president of the
Beirut Bar Association (BBA) Antonio al-Hashem, and fellow lawyer and colleague Michel
Azar; and more new writers will be announced in the future, for our LR offers a venue for
all jurists, practitioners, researchers and thinkers to put on the writer’s hat and contribute
to all areas of research through deep analysis and critical discussion.

At SALAMAS Law Firm, we combine our role as publisher with our core mission as a law
firm specialized in immigration. For us, immigration and keeping people up to date are all
about protecting individuals, their families, their businesses, their projects, their
investments, etc... via solid legal strategies.

We express our sincere regards to Serge Elia, editor-in-chief of the LR - which is
celebrating its first anniversary this month - and head of Research Department at
SALAMAS,; to Jessica Deeb, head of Immigration Department at SALAMAS and editor of all
immigration-related articles; and to Me Ali EI-Moussaoui, editor-in-chief of Mahkama, for
their constant support in all our endeavors. We extend our further gratitude to the entire
SALAMAS team and all the authors who contributed to this issue, commending their
efforts, support and time to carve it out.

On a final note, we hope that our dear readers will enjoy reading this issue, thanking
them for their endless support, and looking forward to continuing our journey.

W Salam ABDEL-SAMAD
\\ Attorney at Law
\\\ Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law Firm
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Repeat after me
Tolmeia Gregory, artist and climate justice activist

o

Repeat after me - stop limiting your visions of the future and what is possible.

Just because something seems impossible now and like it could never happen quick
enough, doesn’t make it unworthy of your ambition and attention.

We can put people on the moon.

We can create something called the Internet.

We can produce electricity from the sun.

We can have a world that doesn’t revolve around capitalism. We can make polluting
companies non-existent. We can live for joy rather than work.

Anyone who wants to tell you that it's impossible or that we don’t have the time is wrong.

If I can take a picture on my phone, listen to music through a pair of headphones and
travel by train, then I can absolutely live in a world that is so much better than this.

Stop limiting your visions for the future and what is possible. Everything comes from
imagination and has been built on ideas that had to start somewhere.

This thread is inspired by recent conversations, including hearing someone explain why a
big corporation failed at making sustainable decisions because their global team was so
disconnected and not on the same page, almost as if they're limiting themselves to what'’s
possible.




To Edgar Morin

Former BBA President Antonio al-Hashem

There are some who traverse a century, and there are some who illuminate it. Edgar
Morin was one of those.
A witness to the dramas and hopes of the 20" century, a man who resisted, a thinker,

a humanist, he never ceased to question the world with never-ending curiosity and a
rare open mind. Where many sought certainties, he taught us complexity. Where dogmas
triumphed, he countered with fertile doubt. Where knowledge was separated by borders,
he built bridges.

His thinking reminds us that human beings do not solely center on intellect or
emotions, but are rather a living tapestry of contradictions, vulnerabilities and hopes.
Through his extensive body of work, he bequeathed to us far more than just a philosophy,
a way of inhabiting the world with lucidity, humility and brotherhood.

The body decays, but the great minds live on. They continue to speak through their
books, their ideas, and the mark they leave in our hearts.

Edgar Morin made thinking an act of living, and knowledge a human adventure. His
voice has fallen silent, but his light will continue to guide all those who refuse a simplified
view of the world and choose the demanding path of intelligence and humanity.

An era ends; but with his body of work, a future remains.

One phrase summarizes his heritage well: “Knowledge is navigating an ocean of
uncertainty through archipelagos of certainty”.

Morin’s entire body of work is an invitation to reflect on the complexity of the world
without waiving hope.




I feel your pain, I am here for you
Michel Antoine Azar

The etymological meaning of the word “compassion” is “to suffer with'... In other words,
to naturally suffer with those suffering.

To see the suffering of others, and do whatever one can to alleviate and end it. To
alleviate and end it, simply out of kindness, empathy, and mercy.

We see someone in distress and feel the urge to help them. In reality, it is a deliberate
will to come to their aid, a firm intention to support and comfort them. All in an approach to
intense emotional bonding and a deep, symbiotic connection with the suffering of others. It
is a decision to take action so as to help someone - whether we know them or not -
overcome this or that ordeal.

These acts of compassion can sometimes be something as simple as a smile, a special
attention, a listening ear, a sign of affection, a hug, a brotherly embrace, a friendly kiss, or a
kind, tender look, free of judgment, reproach, criticism and prejudice. An initiative marked
by magnanimity, a remarkable outpouring of the generous heart... Especially when faced
with problems for which solutions are impossible to find, and whose consequences are
difficult to manage.

To show out of love, and above all without expecting anything in return, that there is
still kindness in this world despite all the cruelty, malice, and hard-heartedness it carries.

Examples of expressing compassion are numerous, starting with the fact that one
focuses entirely on the person in need, listening to them attentively, and offering them
comfort when, say, they are in distress. One word of consolation for someone, say, in grief; a
soothing phone call for someone going through a difficult phase; to generously offer one’s
help, time, capabilities, and resources to support someone in need, even if that someone is a
total stranger... At this point, when it comes to strangers whose identity we do not know, we
must acknowledge that we have even greater merit - in fact, it is an admirable conduct, even
praiseworthy.

In the same context, there is a matter of great complexity that must be clarified,
especially for those who have a modicum of humanity and moral principles, almost
tantamount to being existential.

It is about how we should respond to those around the world who are facing situations
of extreme distress, such as the victims of conflicts, wars, dictatorships, genocides,
destitution, epidemics, torture, hunger, thirst, natural disasters, exploitations of all kind...

Can we stay indifferent to their pain and suffering, even while fully aware that we are
physically unable to alleviate their hardships? Populations that come from distant and
remote lands, and who may have different cultures, values and beliefs.




As a fundamental principle, and on a larger scale, if we focus on the macro level and not
the micro level, it is absolutely primordial for us, each within his/her abilities and means, to
fight against suffering and for a better, more just and more compassionate world.

But what matters even more, when one is physically unable to do much in order to
relieve and ease suffering and despair, is our state of mind, our thinking, our mental
predisposition, and our personal attitude to carry this pain in our hearts, minds, intentions,
and why not in our prayers too, and to sincerely feel it deep down in our souls. All of this,
simply out of love and empathy for this suffering segment of humanity, for these tormented
souls who are grappling under the often insurmountable burdens of their grim fate.

It means being able to indirectly express — not necessarily through words or a specific
action, but through a sincere inner predisposition - the attitude that simply says: “I feel your
pain, I am here for you” To be here, not physically in the field or nearby, but rather mentally
and emotionally. To be by another’s side, even from a distance and despite the separation. It
is more about an attitude, an emotional predisposition, an inner intention. It stems much
more from soft skills than from know-how.

And here, we must not lose sight of the fact that very often, we have been - and alas,
we still are, even at the moment of writing these lines on paper, in black and white - among
those living in desperate situations, and that, to say the least, we were begging in this regard
for a minimum of kindness, mercy, empathy, and compassion.

Italy and Turkey set out to be the next global

financial giants
Serge Elia

Last April, sources reported that the Turkish government announced a series of reforms,
particularly in regards to taxation, in an aim to turn the country and its megacity, Istanbul,
into a world-class financial center, on the same level as other major financial hubs like
Singapore and Hong Kong.

The same sources also reported that Italy’s highly advantageous tax system attracts more
and more high-net worth people, with Milan being the primary destination thanks to its




sophisticated quality of life, in an effort to become the next “Dubai of Europe”.

Apparently, the current war in the Middle East has something to do with it, especially
given that it made the UAE’s main city, Dubai, lose its reputation as a safe hub for the
wealthy - a reputation it has been building for over two decades -, thus driving people to
find safer conditions in other countries, including Turkey and Italy, the both of which seem
to offer several key factors so as to help the high-net worthy settle in their lands,
particularly in terms of taxation. For example:

- Per its announced reform program, Turkey promised two tax exemptions for transit
trade: one at 100% should the concerned company be based in the Istanbul Financial Center
(IFC); and the other at 95% in case the company was located outside said center.

- In an effort to encourage exportations and attract more skills, businessmen and
capitals, Turkey announced a drastic 14% tax cut for exporters — after a time in which they
were subject to a standard tax rate of 25% -, and it also set an even lower 9% rate for
exports of manufactured products, and even granted a 100% exemption for exports of “high-
value-added” services, which include software, video games, engineering, and design.

- The program also provides a 20-year tax exemption for new residents in Turkey and
their foreign income, as well as for Turkish citizens who repatriate their assets to the
country.

- On the other hand, Italy’s flat-rate tax system allows foreign residents to pay only
300,000 euros per year on their total foreign income.

- This, along with the good quality of life, gave way to a massive influx of new buyers to
Milan, particularly when countries like the United Kingdom ended their “non-dom” (non-
domiciled) status - a status that allowed people to live in a country without having to declare
their foreign income, and by extension allowed them to avoid having to pay millions of euros
in taxes -, in an effort to tighten their tax policies, thus driving people to look elsewhere -
and soon enough, Italy’s more lenient tax regime made it a strategic option.




The UAE lowers the age of majority to 18
Dr Salam Abdel-Samad

In a significant legislative move that many view as consistent with the latest legal and
social-economic developments, the UAE announced its lowering of the age of majority - also
known as the age of legal adulthood - from 21 lunar years to 18 Gregorian years, pursuant to
Federal Decree-Law No. 25 of 2025 that promulgates the Civil Transactions Law. As of the
moment of writing, this comprehensive amendment has officially entered into effect.

Many countries around the world, including Lebanon, set the age of full legal capacity at
precisely 18 years in their laws, thereby enabling a person to independently enter into
contracts (employment, sale, rental and the like) and manage his/her legal and financial
affairs — which often requires acts like opening bank accounts, filing lawsuits, engaging in
commercial activities, etc... — without requiring the consent of a parent or a guardian.

And in another groundbreaking move to promote youth participation in economic
activities and entrepreneurship, the age at which minors can manage their own finances and
conduct transactions within the legally permitted limits has been lowered from 18 Hijri years
to 15 Gregorian years.

In light of all of this, it is clear that the new Civil Transactions Law has granted the youth
a greater capacity to exercise their rights, while still maintaining the necessary legal
safeguards to protect them. Among the effects of this amendment, there are the following:

- After a time in which the age of majority was set at 21 years old, anyone who has
reached 18 years of age now enjoys the full legal capacity to exercise his/her rights, enter
into contracts, and undertake legal acts on his/her own behalf, unless he/she is legally
incapacitated or deemed legally incompetent.

- Contracts and legal acts undertaken by people between the ages of 18 and 21 are valid
and legally enforceable as of the date of their conclusion - consequently, they cannot be
challenged on the grounds of lack of legal capacity due to age.

- Minors capable of discretion, who have reached 15 years of age, may manage their own
assets, provided that they obtain permission on the matter from a court of law, either at their
own request or that of their parent or guardian - as such, the acts undertaken by the minor
are considered valid and enforceable within the limits of the granted permission.

- The amendment has no retroactive effect on prior acts and contracts, which are then
subject to the legal provisions in force at the time of their conclusion - and so, legal capacity
with respect to these acts and contracts is assessed in accordance with the previous law.




- People under the age of 18 remain subject to the provisions that govern limited legal
capacity as well as the protections they entail, and so:

* Acts that are purely beneficial are deemed valid.

* Acts that are purely harmful are deemed void.

* Acts that fall between benefit and harm can be deemed voidable in favor of the minor.

Trump’s immigration orders before the courts: the constitutional

battle over executive power
Jessica Deeb
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Immigration policy in the United States is no longer just an administrative matter that
concerns the issuance of visas, the admission of asylum claims, or the regulation of the labor
market. In recent years, particularly with the decisions of President Donald Trump’s
administration, immigration has become a real testing ground for the limits of executive
power, its subjection to the Constitution and administrative law, the principles of equality,
and the rule of law. What is new in this landscape is that federal courts are no longer
observing immigration policies from a distance - instead, they have become a central actor
in defining their boundaries, particularly following three significant legal developments:

- The lifting of the freeze on immigration cases involving nationals from 39 countries.

- The striking down of the 100,000S fee on H-1B visa petitions.

- The anticipated final ruling of the Supreme Court on birthright citizenship.

The first development - namely, the judgment issued by a federal court in Rhode Island
(northeastern USA) concerning the freeze on immigration cases involving nationals from 39
countries - represents a highly significant legal milestone. The issue was not related to the
refusal of specific applications after individual examination, but rather to a broad
suspension of adjudication in lawful applications, including asylum, work permits,
permanent residence and naturalization, solely on the basis that the applicants belonged to
certain countries. At the heart of the legal concern was the fact that the administration did
not treat each file according to its individual circumstances, evidence, and applicable legal
standards, but relied instead on a general criterion based on nationality or country of origin.




From a legal perspective, this raises two fundamental issues:

- First: the potential overreach of the authority granted to the administration under
immigration laws and applicable regulations.

- Second: the risk of turning national security into a pretext for suspending individuals’
procedural rights.

While the executive branch enjoys broad discretion in managing borders and immigration,
it nevertheless does not have the authority to place an entire category of people in a “legal
vacuum” without a decision and a clear process, and especially without effective oversight.

The importance of this judgment lies not only in its outcome, but also in its message: the
State may investigate, verify, and impose security-related requirements; but still, it cannot
suspend the operation of the law itself. What distinguishes between “lawful security
screening” and “indefinite administrative suspension” is the difference between one State
governed by law and another governed by political decision-making. Accordingly, the lifting
of this freeze reaffirmed a fundamental principle in U.S. immigration law: an applicant for an
immigration benefit, even if he /she is not a U.S. citizen, remains entitled to have his/her file
examined under the law, and not according to political perception or geographic affiliation.

The second development, which relates to the 100,000S fee on H-1B petitions, is no less
significant, as it raises a clear constitutional question: can the President, by executive
decision, impose a fee of this magnitude on an employment-based visa without express
authorization from Congress? The federal court in Boston answered in the negative, on the
grounds that the fee was no mere administrative charge intended to regulate applications;
rather, it was closer in nature to a tax or a substantial financial barrier, which cannot be
imposed without clear legislative authorization - and this is where the importance of the
separation of powers becomes evident: the President may execute the law, but he cannot
rewrite the financial structure of the immigration system through an executive decision
that, in practice, alters the ability of companies, universities, and hospitals to benefit from
the H-1B program.

From both an economic and legal standpoint, this ruling touches upon a sensitive point
within the U.S. immigration system: the relationship between protecting the domestic labor
market and attracting foreign talent. The H-1B program was originally designed to bring in
individuals with specialized skills, particularly in technology, higher education, scientific
research, medicine, and engineering. And so, while the State has the right to prevent abuse
of the program or replacement of local workers, such regulation must be carried out
through clear legislation, objective standards and balanced procedures, rather than through
a financial fee that may, in practice, exclude small and medium-sized institutions and limit
recruitment capacity to large corporations only - therefore, the striking down of this fee
does not amount to an absolute victory for employment-based immigration; instead, it
signifies that the regulation of economic immigration must remain governed by law and not
by administrative surprise.

The third issue - birthright citizenship - is the most serious from a constitutional

perspective as well as the most profound politically. The executive order that seeks to
restrict recognition of U.S. citizenship for children born in the country to certain categories
of immigrants does not merely propose a change in immigration policy, for it actually
touches the very core of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the
principle of jus soli, the right of soil.
Indeed, that principle, which has historically established the idea that birth in U.S. territory
confers citizenship, is not just a technical rule among others, it also forms part of the
American constitutional memory following the era of slavery and the Dred Scott decision,
and has been reaffirmed by U.S. courts in various landmark precedents, most notably the
United States v. Wong Kim Ark case.




The legal issue on this matter is that the Trump administration is attempting, through an
executive interpretation of the phrase “subject to the jurisdiction thereof” contained in the
Fourteenth Amendment, to exclude certain categories of children born in the United States
from automatic citizenship. The danger of this approach lies in the fact that determining who
is a “citizen” must not be subject to changes in administrations or political orientations - as
such, if an executive order was able to redefine the scope of constitutional citizenship, this
would open the door to an unparalleled precedent: transferring the question of constitutional
identity from the constitutional text and the judiciary to the executive branch’s sole will.

For this reason, the Supreme Court’s anticipated decision on birthright citizenship will not
be just another ordinary judgment in an immigration case; instead, this ruling will determine
whether the executive branch may reinterpret a constitutional provision that has remained
settled for more than a century, or whether the boundaries of citizenship remain protected
from political fluctuation:

- Should the Court uphold the administration’s position, the U.S. legal system may witness a
profound transformation in the concept of citizenship, and may potentially create new
categories of children born in the United States without full clarity as to their legal status.

- Conversely, if the Court rejects the executive order, this will constitute a strong
reaffirmation that the Constitution cannot be amended by presidential decision.

What unites these three matters is that immigration can no longer be understood solely
through the lens of security, economics or administration, but rather through the lens of
constitutional legality.

- In the case of the 39 countries, may an entire legal process be suspended due to the
person’s country of origin?

- In the H-1B case, may a substantial financial barrier be imposed without Congress?

- In the birthright citizenship case, may the executive branch redefine citizenship?

Although these questions differ in subject matter, they still converge at one point: the limits of
presidential power in the face of statutory and constitutional law.
For migrants, employers, lawyers and investors, the practical message is clear: U.S.
immigration can no longer be treated as a stable administrative pathway alone. Every decision,
every application, every legal strategy must be assessed in light of ongoing litigation, the
possibility of appeal, and the potential for rules to change within a short period of time. As
such:

— A case that appears available today may be affected tomorrow by a judicial order.

- A decision that was struck down by a lower court may return to the forefront before an
appeal court or the Supreme Court.

In conclusion, recent developments reveal that the battle over immigration in the United
States is no longer taking place only at the borders, but also inside courtrooms. Between a
political discourse that seeks to expand presidential authority, and a judiciary that reaffirms
the fact that the executive branch is not above the law, the rights of migrants, the interests of
companies, and the future of American citizenship stand at a decisive stage.

The real question is not asking who enters the United States, but who has the lawful authority
to decide that question, and within what limits...
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Canada’s “In-Canada Workers Initiative”: a new

opportunity towards permanent residence
Jessica Deeb
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In-Canada Workers Initiative

Canada continues to reshape its immigration strategy by focusing on temporary residents
who are already living, working, paying taxes, and contributing to the Canadian economy.
Within this context, Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) announced a one-
time initiative aimed at accelerating the transition of up to 33,000 temporary workers to
permanent residence in 2026 and 2027. This measure particularly targets workers who have
established strong ties in Canadian communities, especially smaller and rural areas facing
labor shortages.

It is important to distinguish between this initiative and the former Temporary Resident to
Permanent Resident Pathway, commonly known as the TR to PR Pathway, which was launched
in 2021, and then officially closed on November 5 of that year. The current measure should
therefore not be treated as a reopening of the old TR to PR program, but rather as a new
targeted approach within Canada’s broader immigration levels plan.

According to IRCC, the initiative focuses on workers who are already contributing to
Canada’s labor market, and have built meaningful connections in their communities. The
measure is expected to support the country’s economic priorities by retaining individuals
who are already integrated into the workforce, particularly in sectors and regions where
labor shortages remain a challenge - in fact, IRCC has indicated that it aims to admit at least
20,000 workers this year, with the remaining admissions expected in 2027.

At this stage, IRCC has also clarified that eligible applicants who are granted permanent
residence under this initiative were already selected through existing regional and
occupation-driven immigration programs, including thoses led by provinces, territories,
community partners, and established pilot pathways.




This means that, for now, candidates may not need to submit a new application unless
IRCC announces additional instructions or a separate intake process later on.

For temporary workers who are currently inside Canada, especially those living and
working in rural or smaller communities, this development highlights the importance of
being well prepared - indeed, even when a pathway is not yet open for new applications,
immigration opportunities often require quick action once details are released; a complete
and well organized file can make a significant difference when applying for permanent
residence or when responding to requests from IRCC.

Applicants who may be concerned by this initiative should begin reviewing and organizing

key documents, including:

- Proof of employment in Canada.

- Proof of residence in the relevant community.

— A valid work permit.

- Proof of legal status.

- Language test results in English and /or in French where required.

- Educational credential assessments where applicable.

— Police certificates.

- Medical examination records.

- Tax documents.

— Pay slips.

- Employment letters.

- Any evidence that demonstrates integration into the local community.

This initiative confirms a broader policy direction in Canada: to prioritize individuals who
are already present in the country, are economically active, and are contributing to local
communities. And for employers, it may also represent an opportunity to retain skilled
workers who are essential to business continuity, particularly in regions where recruitment
remains difficult.

In conclusion, while the full practical details of this measur arefully monitored,
temporary workers inside Canada should nevertheless not wai ast moment:
preparing the necessary documents, reviewing the eligibility rograms, and
obtaining legal guidance at an early stage may in€fease the chances ofibenefiting from future

opportunities. o T =y /

SALAMAS LJ Firm remains avail l\eto assist clients in assessing their immigration
profile, orglzizing their documentation, %d identifying the most suitable pathway

towards permanent residence in C7ada.
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Trending now

SALAMAS International expands horizons with its Portuguese partners

On June 6", 2026, SALAMAS International, represented by its CEO, Dr Salam Abdel-Samad,
and always with a desire to expand horizons - one partnership at a time -, met up with its
Portuguese partners in Dubai, in order to discuss strategic collaborations and carve new
pathways for investors, including solutions for obtaining Brazilian citizenship.

SALAMAS International attends the 30"™ anniversary of the Lebanese Business Council
in Dubai

On June 6™ 2026, SALAMAS International - represented by its CEO, Dr Salam Abdel-
Samad, and in the presence of the Consul General of Lebanon in Dubai and the Northern
Emirates, Mr. Elie Arab, the Consul of Lebanon in Dubai, Ms. Hanan Tabet, and a number of
businesspeople and professionals -, attended the 30™ anniversary dinner of the Lebanese




Trending now
4+

Business Council in Dubai.

According to sources, said Council was established in 1996, with a clear vision aimed at
strengthening and developing social, economic, and cultural ties among its members, as
well as fostering their relationships with businesspeople and professionals - whether they
are Lebanese residents in the UAE or Emiratis themselves -, all in order to encourage
investments and (among many other things) facilitate the exchange of expertise.

We at SALAMAS would like to express our deepest congratulations to the Lebanese
Business Council on its thirty-year journey, and we wish it enduring success and brilliance
in its endeavors.
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Lebanese Business Council
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