SALAMAS

INTERNATIONAL LAW

LEGAL REVIEW

September 2026 Issue 17/

TURNING IMMIGRATION
LAW INTO GENUINE
PRACTICE

A Monthly International Legal Brief on Immigration, Regulatory and
Investment Law




SALAMAS
IMTERMNATIONAL LAY TheStOCkmarketiSﬁ]led

with individuals who know
TIP OF THE MONTH: the price of everything, but

When it comes to investment, always adopt a long- the value of nothing,
term perspective, for it brings better profits. (Philip Fisher)
Real gains come not from quickly trying to profit

from trades, but from studying each investment

strategy and holding onto it for extended periods

of time. That mindset helps you avoid panic selling,

reduces fees, and lets compounding do all the

work.

Patience is not just a virtue in investing, it is the

very strategy for successful investment.

SALAMAS Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns immigration
and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts, court rulings,
and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America, then translate

them into eligibility maps, market-entry options, and risk controls you can act on. Each

issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so that founders,
investors, and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals, and stay
compliant without wading through legal noise.
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Is investment in Lebanon faring well?

Nowadays, and for quite some time, it has come to our attention that investment in
Lebanon relies primarily on private initiatives, especially in light of the worrying lack of
government support programs, enabling infrastructure and accessible financing, all of
which have resulted from the never-ending crises that gave way to the country’s fragile
economic situation.

Private initiatives play a particular role in the agricultural and technical fields, where
many Lebanese - most notably the youth and the expatriates, the very future of the
country - depend on their own skills in order to provide the best digital, software and
consulting services. Also, many other Lebanese tend to prioritize local agricultural
production over imported products and goods - and let’s not forget that one of the
most significant economic problems in Lebanon is the fact that imports exceed exports,
which recently brought about a massive trade deficit at around $16.2 billion.

The tourism sector has a role in investment too, thus contributing to economic
growth. But due to the recent war that raged in Lebanon and the region — and still rages
on despite all the alleged ceasefires —, as well as the volatile security situation and
escalating tensions, tourist numbers (including expatriates) have fallen by 70%
compared to previous years. As a result, spending became weaker, revenues declined,
and tourism businesses as well as the hotel sector incurred massive financial losses.
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Of course, there is a law on encouraging investment in Lebanon, issued as Law no.
360 on August 16™ 2001, and which strengthened the role of the Investment
Development Authority of Lebanon (IDAL) as a key figure in attracting investment
through - among so many other things - promoting potential projects and pivotal
partnerships, identifying and encouraging all investment opportunities, providing
ongoing support for all investment-related transactions, and submitting proposals to
the government on matters related to investment policy. But is all of this enough to
overcome the endless economic and financial crises, and thus prevent any obstacle to
investment? Unfortunately, no.

According to a report made by the Lebanese TV station Al-Jadeed, Lebanon actually
benefits from a strong and attractive business environment, owing to its free market
economy, openness to foreign investment, trade agreements and low tax rates.
However, these advantages do not conceal the many obstacles: aside from the current
war, there is also the electricity crisis and the currency’s collapse, along with poor
institutions and sheer disrespect for property rights, all of which decrease the chances
of recovery and investment. But perhaps the greatest hindrances to investment in
Lebanon are undoubtedly corruption, bureaucracy and lack of transparency, which only
increased the crisis while lining the political elite’s pockets and serving its own personal
interests.

For this reason, when an Emirati delegation, led by the minister of Foreign Trade
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, visited Lebanon late last month, and sought to reestablish
political ties between our country and the UAE, as well as to launch a new economic
phase, it was truly “music to our ears” (as it is commonly said in English), for out of it
came numerous positive outcomes, including:

- Exploring a specific economic partnership framework that aims at expanding
projects, partnerships, trade and investment opportunities, and bilateral relations.
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- Exploring all available mechanisms in order to facilitate businesses, encourage
mutual investments, and maximize both countries’ economic and competitive
strengths, particularly in light of their strategic geographic location between Africa,
Asia and Europe.

- The signing of framework agreements that pave the way for expanding and
organizing future economic cooperation between the two Middle Eastern countries.

- The signing of five memorandums of understanding (MOUs), one of which
launched the UAE-Lebanon Joint Business Council, which aims at the following:

* Strengthening channels for cooperation and direct communication between each
of the two countries’ private sector, given its role in advancing mutual economic
development.

* Increasing the volume of trade and investment by expanding opportunities in this
field, which may help identify the most attractive sectors for investment.

* Supporting the establishment of partnerships and joint ventures that serve both
countries’ shared economic interests.

* Providing a sustainable institutional platform for exchanging information and
expertise.

In fact, it turns out that the newly empowered economic relationship between
Lebanon and the UAE goes back to 2025, when the value of non-oil trade reached
approximately $4.2 billion, which represented a 35.6% increase.

Thus unfolds a new era in consolidating economic relations between the two Middle
Eastern countries, after a time of turbulence marked by severed diplomatic ties. As you
can see, it spells good news for our country, which sadly found itself over the years
overwhelmed by crises, and yet still possesses all the potential for a flourishing
economy. But in the end, the key is to overcome obstacles, whether political, security-
related, economic, legislative, you name it... Salam ABDEL-SAMAD

Attorney at Law
Founder and Principal of SALAMAS Law Firm




3, Targeting skills, limiting volume: Canada’s 2026 immigration

framework in transition
Jessica Deeb

CANADA'S NEW IMMIGRATION PLAN

Canada’s 2026 immigration plan constitutes a pivotal stage in a profound transformation
of the federal immigration regime, marking a shift from a logic of “growth at any cost” into
an approach grounded into “immigration within the State’s absorptive capacity”.

Following several years of record-high numbers of permanent and temporary residents,
as well as the resulting pressure on housing, public services, and infrastructure, the federal
government has articulated two clear quantitative objectives:

— Firstly: to keep annual permanent resident admissions below 1% of the national
population.

— Secondly: to reduce the share of temporary residents - including international
students, temporary foreign workers, and long-term visitors - to less than 5% of the total
population by the end of 2027.

Within this framework, the target for 2026 is set at approximately 380,000 new
permanent residents, coupled with a significant reduction in the intake of new international
students and temporary workers compared with previous peak years.

At the core of the 2026 plan, lies an explicit prioritization of economic immigration,
which is expected to account for roughly 63% of total admissions, with a qualitative focus on
specific sectors. Indeed, Canada is clearly steering selection towards the following sectors:

- Emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence, advanced data analytics,
cybersecurity, cloud computing and financial technologies.

- Health professions (physicians, nurses, allied health professionals).

- Skilled trades and construction, including carpenters, electricians, construction
workers, building systems mechanics and energy technicians.

These key sectors are all identified as structural drivers of economic growth and
infrastructure development. This orientation is operationalized through the Express Entry
system and the Provincial Nominee Programs (PNP), which increasingly reward experience in
the aforementioned sectors, as well as through sector-specific initiatives that are designed
to address labor shortages.
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The most significant of these initiatives are The Home Care Worker Immigration Pilots,
which entered into force on March 2025, and establish a direct pathway to permanent residence
for in-home child-care providers and in-home support workers for the elderly and people with
disabilities. Indeed, these Pilots, which were created as time-limited economic immigration
programs by ministerial instructions and are subject to annual caps, reflect a clear legislative
recognition that caring for children and the elderly is no mere social concern, but also an
economic and structural need within the Canadian labour market.

In conclusion, the 2026 immigration plan reveals a new Canadian model of immigration,
based on more selective and targeted admissions. Overall, these are more stable numbers, but
with a sharper focus on technological, health and skilled-trade occupations, as well as on care-
related work with children and the elderly, framed as part of specialized economic programs
and in-Canada transition pathways for protected people and temporary workers in priority
sectors.

For immigration practitioners, success will no longer depend simply on identifying any
formally available pathway, but rather on aligning clients’ profiles with these new sectoral
priorities:

- Steering candidates with expertise in technology, health and the trades towards economic
streams.

- Express Entry and PNP options.

- Alerting home-care workers to the opportunities offered by the new Pilots.

- Warning students and families against relying on study programs or temporary routes that
do not fit within this policy’s orientation.

Thus, the year 2026 appears as a genuinely transitional moment that will reshape the
contours of Canadian immigration law and policy for years to come, and which requires legal
professionals to reassess each case strategically in light of this evolving map of priorities.




France poised to become the first EU country to ban

social media on minors, but challenges remain ahead
Serge Elia

France plans social media
ban for children under 15

Australia was the first country on Earth, back in December 2025, to implement a law on
banning social media use for minors under 15 years of age. In no time, many other countries
followed suit, with some having announced their plans to enforce the ban but not following
them through yet - such as Spain back in February 2026, followed by Greece and the United
Kingdom in April and June 2026 respectively (in the latter two countries, the ban will take
effect in early 2027) -, whilst others passed on new laws on the matter and let them enter
into force immediately, such as the UAE back in June 2026, and France a month later, making
it the first country in the European Union (EU) to restrict social media use for children.

The law, called “Miller law” (la loi Miller) after French MP Laure Miller, provided for
barring minors under the age of 15 from social media apps like TikTok, as well as from some
social features on YouTube, messaging apps and online video games. It also provided for
banning smartphone use in schools, something already mentioned in the French Education
Code (le Code de l'éducation pour les écoles et les colleges).

However, after the French Parliament approved the law on July 21%, the Constitutional
Council struck it down on August 14", ruling that it disproportionately infringed on
teenagers’ freedom of expression, while also acknowledging the constitutional requirement
to protect the best interests of children. According to reports, the Council did not adjudicate
on the smartphone ban in schools, though it did express concern about the potential impact
on privacy of an age-verification system for all users, before deducing that, by failing to put
forth such a system’s conditions and limits, legislators did not provide any necessary legal
safeguards so as to ensure respect for the right to privacy.

Thus, the French law on restricting social media use on minors was struck down.
Afterwards, French President Emmanuel Macron tasked Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu
with redrafting and finalizing a legally robust version of the bill by spring 2027.




But even before the Constitutional Council cancelled the law, the legislative
process was already fraught with difficulties. On July 6", the European Commission
deemed one version, which was adopted by the French Senate in late last March, not
fully compatible with European laws, as well as noncompliant with the Digital Services
Act (DSA). For this reason, President Macron wrote on X that he instructed the Prime
Minister to find a solution that complies with the Council's observation as well as
European laws.

According to other sources, Macron wrote last month to the president of the
European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, calling upon her to advocate for an EU-
wide rule on implementing a definite ban on access to social media for all juveniles
under the age of 15. And soon enough, on September 16", von der Leyen announced a
comprehensive plan called “the Kids Act”, and which stipulated the following:

- Social media will be banned for minors under 13 years of age, thus preventing
them from having an account on any platform (TikTok, Facebook, Instagram and the
like) before that age.

- Concerning teenagers between 13 and 15 years old, using social media will be
restricted at one hour per day.

- An age-verification system will be further strengthened, with a particular aim to
prevent children from falsifying their date of birth so as to circumvent the restrictions
- for that matter, the EU is currently working on a solution that would allow users to
prove they have exceeded a certain age without disclosing their full identity or date of
birth.

- Tech giants will be required to prove that their services are sufficiently safe for
minors.

At the moment of writing, the plan has been announced. It is now time for action
and bringing the plan into force, so as to ensure safety for our children in the digital
landscape.




When am I truly “resident” in France?

s Distinguishing immigration status from tax residence
Jessica Deeb

Tax residency in
France

For foreign nationals, the notion of “residency” in France is often used as if it were a single,
clear-cut status. In reality, French law operates with at least two different — and sometimes
diverging - concepts:

- Residence under immigration law.

- Residence for tax purposes.

On one hand, the Code of Entry and Residence of Foreigners and of the Right to Asylum - in
French, le Code de l'entrée et du séjour des étrangers et du droit d'asile (CESEDA) - governs the
right to stay in French territories, and requires most third-country nationals intending to
remain for more than three months to hold an appropriate long-stay visa - in French, visa de
long séjour (VLS) - or a residence permit (in French, titre de séjour) - either a long-stay visa
valid as a residence permit (in French, visa de long séjour valant titre de séjour (VLS-TS)), a
multi-annual card, a 10-year resident card, etc...

Once issued and validated, these documents place the foreign national in a situation of
regular stay and open access to certain rights (employment, social security, family life, etc...).
But by themselves, they do not determine whether the person is considered resident for tax
purposes.

By contrast, tax residence is defined autonomously by Article 4 B of the General Tax Code -
in French, le Code général des impots (CGI) -, as well as by applicable double taxation treaties.
Per said article, a person is deemed to have their tax residence (in French, domicile fiscal) in
France if at least one of the following is true:

- Their household or main place of abode is in French territories, which tax authorities
often assess with reference to the “more than 183 days per year” benchmark.

- Their principal professional activity is carried out in France.

- France is the center of their economic interests (main investments,
income, management of assets, etc...).




In practice, this means that a foreign national can be perfectly compliant from an
immigration standpoint. For example: if a person holds a VLS-TS “visiteur” or “passeport
talent”, he /she gets to keep his/her family home abroad and derive most of his/her income
from another country, even if he/she does not yet meet the criteria for French tax
residence. The reverse is possible as well - and so, individuals without a secure immigration
status, or EU citizens who have never applied for a residence card, may nonetheless be
treated as French tax residents because their family life, work and economic interests are
clearly centered in France.

The tension between immigration law and tax law raises a broader question of policy
and legal coherence. One could argue that France should move towards a more unified
notion of residence, whereby the grant of a residence permit would systematically entail an
obligation to declare worldwide income in France, thus offering greater predictability for
migrants and reinforcing the link between settlement on the territory and contribution to
public finances. Others, however, stress the need to maintain flexibility in a context of
international mobility: cross-border workers, investors and “multi-local” professionals who
legitimately divide their time and interests between several States.

The maritime dimension of the Ceuta crisis is equally important. Article 98 of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), along with the International
Conventions for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and on Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR),
imposes the obligation to assist people in distress at sea, which applies regardless of a
person’s nationality or immigration status. Thus, a person attempting to enter Spain

irregularly must still be rescued when his or her life is at risk; immigration procedures -
including identification, asylum assessment and possible return - only come afterwards.

For practitioners, the conclusion is pragmatic: “being resident in France” is not a single
status, but rather the result of two separate assessments, one under the CESEDA and one
under the CGI and tax treaties. Any immigration or mobility strategy must therefore analyze
both dimensions from the outset and clearly advise clients on if, when, and how French tax
residence will be triggered.




Mandatory electronic invoicing or “e-invoicing” in France
Dr Salam Abdel-Samad

While we were searching online for new subjects to write on for the Legal Review, one
particular article, written by French lawyer Patrick Lingibé, a member of the National Council
of Bars (le Conseil national des Barreaux (CNB) in French) and former vice-president of the
Conference of the Bar Chairpersons in France (la Conférence des bdtonniers de France in
French) caught our attention. Published in the French legal magazine Actu-Juridique on
August 26™, 2026, it talked about electronic invoicing in France, also known as “e-invoicing”,
and how it has become mandatory to all categories - including companies and lawyers - as of
September 1%, 2026.

According to Mr. Lingibé’s article, electronic invoicing, or “e-invoicing”, differs from PDF
invoices sent by email, and its regulatory framework is finalized by the decree No. 2026-677 of
July 27", 2026, and the order issued on the same day under the designation “approved
platform” (plateforme agréée in French). And so, it is more than just another aspect of
modernization; it is in reality a mandatory requirement, subject to penalties.

Per this new system, what can be “e-invoiced”? According to Mr. Lingibé, this involves the
following:

- Supplies of goods and services that are not exempt from value-added tax (VAT).

- Earnest payments related to these transactions.

- Sales at public auctions of used goods and works of art.

On the other hand, activities that are exempt from VAT will not be subject to the obligation
to issue invoices, though they will not necessarily be exempt from the reception and
disclosure obligations.

At the moment of writing, the reception obligation is already in effect since September 1%,
2026, and it applies to all companies, including the large corporations as of the
aforementioned date, as well as small and medium enterprises (SMEs) as of September 1%,
2027. Law firms are also affected by this obligation - as such, as of the effective date (i.e.
September 1%, 2026), every lawyer must be able to receive electronic invoices through the
designation “approved platform”; by September 1* of the next year, they must issue their
invoices in a structured format.

In light of this, per the decree No. 2026-677 of July 27", 2026, the designation “approved
platform” is mandatory for all categories - including law firms and companies regardless of
their classification -, making it the only intermediary that is recognized by French tax
authorities.




%, The law of general failure and not general amnesty
Me Marwan Sinno

The new general amnesty law in Lebanon, which was passed by the Lebanese Parliament
on August 10", 2026, only to be suspended a month later by the Constitutional Council,

recently raised a significant number of legal observations and loopholes that needed closer
examination. The most notable of those were the provisions of Article 4, which in some cases
led to the dismissal of sanctions for misdemeanors, including the crime of issuing an
uncovered cheque, which practically threatens to undermine the aggrieved party’s personal
rights.

To say that these rights can be enforced through civil proceedings is nothing more than a
step into the unknown, because shifting from criminal protection to civil enforcement does
not necessarily guarantee the fulfillment of rights.

Furthermore, to invoke the possibility of resorting to coercive detention so as to compel
the debtor to pay the aggrieved party does not solve the problem, nor does it serve as a
substitute for the protection that criminal prosecution previously provided.

A general amnesty must be one from punishment and criminal proceedings, not from
individual rights.

Accordingly, the law, in its current form and practical effects, raises a legitimate question:
are we dealing with a law that grants general amnesty for crimes, or rather with one that
brings about general sabotages for the aggrieved party’s rights?




SALAMAS

IMTERMNATIONAL LAY

& 'saLamas P ¥

\PERVICES "~

SALAMAS attends LEAD’s gathering in Le Royal Hotel

- On September 9™, 2026, SALAMAS Law Firm took part in LEAD's exclusive gathering
of visionaries and industry pioneers, which was held at Le Royal Hotel - Dbayeh (Mount
Lebanon).

- We at SALAMAS were honored to support this highly distinguished event as a sponsor
and collaborator of LEAD, and to contribute to an evening dedicated to leadership,
meaningful connections, innovation, and new opportunities for cooperation.

- We at SALAMAS were pleased to stand alongside initiatives that bring together
influential professionals, entrepreneurs and business leaders, and encourage dialogue,
partnership and sustainable growth.

- On a final note, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to LEAD, as well as
to all who contributed to the success of this exceptional gathering, and we always look
forward for new successful gatherings.

© 2025-2026, SALAMAS Law Firm. All rights reserved.
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EXPLAINED
CANADA'S NEW IMMIGRATION PLAN
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	EDITORIAL
	– Exploring all available mechanisms in order to facilitate businesses, encourage mutual investments, and maximize both countries’ economic and competitive strengths, particularly in light of their strategic geographic location between Africa, Asia and Europe.
	– The signing of framework agreements that pave the way for expanding and organizing future economic cooperation between the two Middle Eastern countries.
	– The signing of five memorandums of understanding (MOUs), one of which launched the UAE-Lebanon Joint Business Council, which aims at the following:
	* Strengthening channels for cooperation and direct communication between each of the two countries’ private sector, given its role in advancing mutual economic development.
	* Increasing the volume of trade and investment by expanding opportunities in this field, which may help identify the most attractive sectors for investment.
	* Supporting the establishment of partnerships and joint ventures that serve both countries’ shared economic interests.
	* Providing a sustainable institutional platform for exchanging information and expertise.
	In fact, it turns out that the newly empowered economic relationship between Lebanon and the UAE goes back to 2025, when the value of non-oil trade reached approximately $4.2 billion, which represented a 35.6% increase.
	Thus unfolds a new era in consolidating economic relations between the two Middle Eastern countries, after a time of turbulence marked by severed diplomatic ties. As you can see, it spells good news for our country, which sadly found itself over the years overwhelmed by crises, and yet still possesses all the potential for a flourishing economy. But in the end, the key is to overcome obstacles, whether political, security-related, economic, legislative, you name it...
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	The law of general failure and not general amnesty
	Me Marwan Sinno
	The new general amnesty law in Lebanon, which was passed by the Lebanese Parliament on August 10th, 2026, only to be suspended a month later by the Constitutional Council, recently raised a significant number of legal observations and loopholes that needed closer examination. The most notable of those were the provisions of Article 4, which in some cases led to the dismissal of sanctions for misdemeanors, including the crime of issuing an uncovered cheque, which practically threatens to undermine the aggrieved party’s personal rights.
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