SALAMAS

INTERNATIONAL LAW

LEGAL REVIEW

November 2026 Issue 19

TURNING IMMIGRATION
LAW INTO GENUINE
PRACTICE

A Monthly International Legal Brief on Immigration, Regulatory and
Investment Law




SALAMAS
INTERNATIONAL LAW

If there were no bad people,

TIP OF THE MONTH: there would be no good

For all lawyers, vote on the file, not the slogan. lawyers.
During the BBA elections, candidates will promise (Charles Dickens)
you dignity, independence, better services, and to

fully serve your rights.

Do not choose a candidate based on political

rallies, slogans or poetry, but based on whether

he/she can truly fulfill his/her promises.

SALAMAS’s Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns
immigration and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts,
court rulings and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America,
then translate them into eligibility maps, market-entry options and risk controls that

you can act on. Each issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so

that founders, investors and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals and
stay compliant without wading through legal noise.
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The day that lawyers await approaches

The countdown begins: we are only days away from the upcoming Beirut Bar Association (BBA)
elections, which will be held on Sunday, November 15, 2026.

It is important to note that by “BBA elections”, we actually refer to the election of the bar
council members, which occurs annually per the one-third rotation rule - meaning that one-
third of the council members, amounting to four out of twelve members, are reelected once their
terms expire every year —, and not the election of the chairman or president, which occurs every
two years.

Either way, these elections are no less important, for they are among the numerous forms of
freedom of expression in democratic systems, and they reinforce the liberty of voters (including
lawyers in our present ¢a@se) to choose whoever they deem worthy of representing them and
managing their affairs in high positions, such as the bar council.

Ee ™ he occasion ALAMAS de 3 ed to include a special section in our current Legal
alledg“Mect the [Candidatesiywheré we introduce every one of the candidates and put
rief overview of their biographieg and electoral programs, all while maintaining a neutral

staying at an equal distance.
end, we would like to wish the didates every ounce of success in their campaigns

D A Eliane AYOUB
Founder and Principal ead of Research Department PA & Legal Consultant
At SALAMAS Law Firm At SALAMAS Law Firm At SALAMAS Law Firm




Canada modernizes its asylum system: new
procedures and stricter eligibility

SALAMAS requirements for refugee protection
INTERNATIONAL LAW Jessica Deeb

In a significant regulatory development, Canada introduced major changes to its asylum

system, which came into force on November 3™ 2026, under the Strengthening Canada’s
Immigration System and Borders Act, which received Royal Assent on March 26, 2026. The
reforms aim at the following:

- To modernize the procedures that govern asylum applications.

— To accelerate administrative processing.

- To reduce backlogs.

- To improve the overall integrity of the refugee protection system, while maintaining
access to protection for individuals who meet the applicable legal requirements.

These changes reflect Canada’s broader objective of balancing an efficient immigration
framework with procedural fairness and its international protection obligations.

One of the most important of these changes is introducing a unified online application
process for asylum claims, whether submitted by individuals already present in Canada, or
by those who arrive at a Canadian port of entry. Under that new procedure, individuals that
make claims from within Canada must first register their intention to seek asylum through
the Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) online portal before attending an
in-person appointment with an immigration officer to formally submit their claims.
Applicants whose claims are eligible for referral to the Immigration and Refugee Board of
Canada must submit their completed applications and supporting documentation within 60
days, with the possibility of a one-time 30-day extension upon request.

The reforms also operate alongside additional eligibility restrictions that were introduced
under the new legislation. In fact, certain asylum claims may be deemed ineligible if
submitted more than one year after the applicant’s first entry into Canada, particularly if
that entry occurred after June 24™ 2020, or more than 14 days after entering Canada
between official ports of entry along the Canada-United States land border.
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These restrictions are subject to specific statutory exceptions, including provisions for
unaccompanied minors and individuals who register their intention to seek asylum within their
first year in Canada.

Furthermore, the new framework strengthens preliminary security and admissibility
screening, and requires relevant government reviews concerning security, criminality,
credibility and program integrity to take place before eligible claims are referred for a
substantive hearing. It also clarifies the procedures applicable to withdrawn, incomplete or
abandoned claims, allowing authorities to address inactive files more efficiently.

At the same time, the reforms introduce additional procedural safeguards for vulnerable
applicants by clarifying the appointment and responsibilities of designated representatives for
minors and individuals who may not fully understand the proceedings. Eligible asylum claimants
will also continue to have access to work permits after submitting a complete application,
allowing them to participate in the Canadian labor market and support themselves while
awaiting a decision.

Canada’s latest asylum reforms represent an important development in the administration
of its immigration and refugee protection framework. The new requirements demonstrate that
compliance with procedural deadlines, accurate documentation and early eligibility assessments
have become increasingly vital for individuals seeking international protection. For immigration
lawyers and legal practitioners, these changes highlight the significance of conducting
individual assessments, verifying entry dates, identifying applicable exceptions and ensuring
compliance with the relevant filing requirements.

However, prospective immigrants should distinguish between asylum procedures and
ordinary immigration pathways, including economic immigration, Express Entry and family
sponsorship, as each operates under separate legal requirements.

As immigration legislation continues to evolve, obtaining the appropriate legal advice
remains essential for selecting the right immigration pathway and safeguarding applicants’ legal
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The legal status of missing migrants under

international law
SALAMAS Maria Pia Al-Hayek, legal researcher

INTERNATIONAL LAW

While international law has not yet adopted a universal definition of a “migrant”, it nevertheless
recognizes certain categories through specific legal instruments. Moreover, the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) provides a broad definition of a missing person, referring to
someone whose whereabouts are unknown to their relatives, or whose disappearance has been
reported in circumstances requiring State intervention. However, international law does not
define a “missing migrant”, and lacks a unified framework that protects these types of migrants
and their families.

In his 2025 report, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants,
Gehad Madi, explains the root causes of missing migrants, which include:

- Dangerous journeys through remote areas.

- Limited access to food, water, shelter and medical assistance.

- Unsafe transportation and failures in search and rescue operations.

In addition, disappearances may also occur during immigration detention, deportation or
transfers to third countries, as well as through family separation, collective expulsions and
pushbacks.

Moreover, smuggling and trafficking by criminal groups are further causes, sometimes
involving State authorization, support or acquiescence. Furthermore, inadequate search and
forensic identification mechanisms may also prevent deceased migrants from being identified
and their remains returned to their families.

A distinction must however be made between missing migrants and victims of enforced
disappearance:

Under Article 2 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED), enforced disappearance involves deprivation of liberty that is
usually attributable to State agents, or even persons acting with State authorization, support or
acquiescence, followed by refusal to acknowledge it or concealment of the missing person’s fate
or whereabouts.
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In paragraph 7 of his report, the Special Rapporteur refers to the statement made by the
Committee on Enforced Disappearances, which says that the “principal distinctive element
between a migrant missing and a migrant becoming a victim of disappearance is the
commission of a crime against a migrant as provided in Articles 2, 3 and 5 of the Convention”.
He also notes that deliberate State omissions may, in certain circumstances, amount to
acquiescence.

Whenever enforced disappearance is established, the ICPPED provides more specific
obligations that concern prevention, investigation and searching for the disappeared person,
particularly through its Articles 10 and 12 that respectively tackle custody and investigation.
International humanitarian law (IHL) also imposes the duties to prevent persons from going
missing, and to establish their fate whenever the disappearance is connected to armed
conflicts. Moreover, Article 98 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) prescribes providing assistance to persons in distress at sea.

But if a certain disappearance does not qualify as enforced, then protection must be found
in other areas of international law; and as the Special Rapporteur explains, countries of
origin, transit and destination must cooperate. However, according to the Human Rights
Committee General Comments no. 31 (2004) and no. 36 (2018), their responsibilities depend
on their jurisdiction, control, knowledge and the circumstances. The Special Rapporteur also
affirms that it is the State where the disappearance occurred that has the most immediate
responsibility to search and investigate without delay.

Under Article 6 of the ICPPED, the State where the migrant disappeared must take
reasonable measures to protect people’s lives against foreseeable threats. Additionally, not
only does Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) protect
the right to life, but also Articles 7 and 9 go much further by providing protection against ill
treatment and arbitrary detention.

Furthermore, under Article 5 (e) of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, the
country of origin may assist its nationals through consular services, whereas Article 36
provides specific notification and access rights in case of detention.

In addition, families of missing migrants have first and foremost the right to know the
truth concerning the progress and results of any investigations conducted by the authorities
in order to establish the fate and whereabouts of their disappeared relatives, as well as the
circumstances in which they went missing - for that matter, Article 24 of the ICPPED
expressly recognizes this right in case of enforced disappearance.

The International Commission on Missing Persons also grants other rights for the families,
including the right to an effective investigation, access to information, family life, privacy,
non-discrimination and effective remedies and reparation. These protections derive from
multiple instruments, including Articles 6, 9, 17, 19 and 26 of the ICCPR as well as the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Families should therefore be informed of the
investigative progress and be given the opportunity to participate in search and identification
procedures.

Last but not least, effective protection requires States to cooperate and establish the fate
of missing migrants.




Meet the Candidates:
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- Attorney Maha Zalaket has been a member of the BBA since 1991.

- She is a lecturer at the Beirut Bar Institute, where she teaches civil procedure law and
electronic transactions law.

- She also works as a legal advisor and member of several BBA committees, including the family
and anti-corruption committees.

- Me Zalaket's program aims to develop the BBA’s activities and improve all lawyers’
professional and social conditions.

- Her program focuses on the following:

* To strengthen health and social services.

* To provide benefits in transportation and insurance.

* To provide professional supplies through establishing partnerships with various institutions.

- Me Zalaket’s program places special emphasis on supporting young and intern lawyers
through education and training, as well as on opening professional opportunities for Lebanese
lawyers abroad.

- Her program also proposes modernizing the BBA's services by digitizing them, facilitating
procedures and enhancing notification methods - specifically through electronic means -, in
addition to empowering women and reviewing certain professional and regulatory frameworks.
- Last but not least, Me Zalaket’s program includes monitoring national and human rights
issues, most notably the Beirut port explosion and the case of recovering depositors’ funds
from banks.
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- Attorney Hady Francis was admitted to the BBA in 2002, and then transferred to the general
roll in 2006.

- He was appointed BBA representative in the judicial district of Jdeideh (Maten district, Mount
Lebanon) - an experience that gave him direct exposure to the professional reality and
challenges that lawyers in Lebanon face daily -, and he is a member of several BBA committees,
including the media committee (as a coordinator) and the judicial aid committee (as a
rapporteur).

- Me Francis’ electoral program primarily harnesses technology as a means of support for bar
and legal work, which saves lawyers time, effort and money, and makes it easier for them to
complete their daily tasks and duties.

- For this purpose, Me Francis launched a website that any lawyer can access via scanning a QR
code with his/her smartphone or computer, in order to access the following information and
services:

* Court schedules by date and in chronological order.

* The attendance and/or absence of judges and clerks, with immediate notification of said
attendance and /or absence.

* Legal references that are available in the BBA’s library and centers.

* Communication with a BBA representative on a daily basis.

- Me Francis is working on expanding and developing the automation project across all BBA
centers, so that lawyers all over Lebanon can benefit from it, and with the aim of achieving the
following goals:

* To track the progress of court cases by monitoring the latest updates surrounding them.

* To improve the performance of BBA centers by training clerks working therein to use the
aforementioned website.
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* To ensure daily supervision and monitoring by a BBA representative, which by extension
guarantees the project’s effective implementation.

* To digitize administrative formalities as a practical step towards strengthening administrative
decentralization and facilitating lawyers’ transactions, which is achieved through the following:
a) Providing services in order to submit applications for insurance cards.

b) Paying annual dues.

c¢) Obtaining various affidavits electronically.

* To open an account for every lawyer, which allows him/her to deposit due amounts from
procuration agreements, thereby ensuring easy access to and tracking of their financial
entitlements.

Meet the Candidates:
Attorney Adib Zakhour

- Attorney Adib Zakhour has been a member of the BBA since 1993, and he took part in many of
its committees.

- He gave numerous lectures, wrote several books, studies and articles, and delivered televised
legal contributions.

- Among his most notable achievements was filing an application before the Lebanese State
Council, which led to the annulment of the decision issued on April 1%, 2014, which prevented
lawyers from entering General Security premises and attending investigations, along with
awarding compensation.

- Me Zakhour’s electoral campaign, under the slogan “For a Bar Association that supports
lawyers’ rights”, is based on four fundamentals:




Tl
* To safeguard lawyers’ dignity and protect them during investigations in accordance with
Article 47 of the Lebanese Code of Criminal Procedure, to fight brokerage in courts, and to
strive for reliable retirement pensions.
* To defend lawyers’ fees through a stricter application of Articles 62 and 63 of the law no.
8/70 on regulating the legal profession, to promote the registration of procuration contracts,
to help pay dues for the BBA, and to find available mechanisms in order to allow lawyers to
benefit from a portion of the fees generated by registered procuration agreements.
* To strengthen financial and administrative oversight of expenses and contracts, and to
advance digitalization so as to speed up transactions and enhance transparency.
* To ensure comprehensive and equitable health and hospital care coverage, to limit
exceptions, and to develop clinics and health services across Lebanon.
- In the end, Me Zakhour’s program aims to restore confidence in the State, its institutions -
among which the BBA - and the rule of law.

Meet the Candidates:
Attorney Soha El-Assaad

- Attorney Soha El-Assaad, the daughter of Mr. Abbas Ballout, former head of the teachers’
syndicate, joined the BBA in 1992.

- Me El-Assaad gained experience in bar work by participating in several committees, as she
chaired the committee on “Arab relations and relations with the Arab Lawyers Union and Arab
lawyers’ bar associations,” and she is also a member of the human rights committee.

- She was appointed member of the Disciplinary Council, and acted as a liaison between the
BBA and the Supreme Judicial Council in order to coordinate logistical matters for the courts.

* To ensure comprehensive and equitable health and hospital care coverage, to limit
exceptions, and to develop clinics and health services across Lebanon.

- Among her most remarkable achievements:

* She worked on installing solar power systems in BBA centers and in many Lebanese
courthouses.
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* She worked on repairing more than 23 vehicles for transporting detainees in the Roumieh
prison (Maten district, Mount Lebanon) and the Hobeish police station (Beirut).

- Me El-Assaad’s electoral program intends to develop bar work and strengthen lawyers’ trust
in the BBA through what follows:

* Modernizing the BBA's systems to facilitate the completion of lawyers’ transactions, and
ensure that all documents and affidavits are promptly provided.

* Continuously striving to secure the best health insurance plan for preserving lawyers’ health.
* Strengthening relations with the judiciary, administrations and security forces, and launching
a clear mechanism in order to address all issues lawyers face daily, thereby conserving their
dignity and safeguarding their professional immunity.

* Activating the BBA’s role in arbitration, and encouraging lawyers to specialize and participate
in domestic and international arbitration cases.

* Activating the bar committees and holding periodic specialized meetings, which makes bar
work a continuous and productive institutional endeavor.

* Promoting professional openness on a regional and international level, thus consolidating
cooperation with Arab bar associations, activating twin city agreements and partnerships
between law firms, and expanding the participation of Lebanese lawyers in professional
conferences and forums.

* Creating new job opportunities for lawyers outside Lebanon.

Meet the Candidates:
Attorney Elias Tonvy Akl

- Attorney Elias Tony Akl runs on a purely bar-based electoral campaign, which centers on
strengthening the BBA’s role, defending the independence of its decisions, placing lawyers - as
well as their professional and social rights and interests - at the forefront of the BBA's
priorities, and lending a voice to the silent majority, especially young lawyers.

- His program focuses on the following:

* To improve the professional and living conditions of lawyers.

* To reinforce health and social security protections.

* To alleviate all burden associated with practising the profession.

* To provide training, professional development and career advancement opportunities for
younger generations.
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* To actively involve young lawyers in BBA activities and decision-making.

- Me Akl's program also seeks to modernize BBA services and develop its operational
mechanisms through digitalization and the use of technology, enhancing transparency and
institutional performance, and preserving the BBA’s independence in decision-making and
shielding it against political tensions and interests.

- On a national and legal level, Me Akl emphasizes on the importance of restoring the BBA’s
leading role in defending civil liberties, judicial independence, the rule of law, and respect for
the Constitution and fundamental rights.

Meet the Candidates:
Attornev Elie Klimos

; \
- Elie Klimos, son of former BBA president Antoine Klimos, joined the association in 2008, and
he is currently a member of several of its committees:
* He chaired the BBA’s first committee on intern lawyers in 2009, where he worked with his
fellow committee members to improve the conditions of intern lawyers.
* He was appointed rapporteur for the committee on drafting the law for optional civil
marriage in Lebanon, which was approved and adopted by the BBA.
* He is also a member of the Francophonie committee, the international relations committee,
the anti-corruption committee, and the International Association of Young Lawyers (AlJA) since
2009.
- In 2012, Me Klimos represented the BBA at the International Internship Programme that is
organized annually by the Paris Bar Association (Stage International du Barreau de Paris in
French).
- He was elected member of the bar council in 2023, then served as chairman for internship
lectures, before becoming the internship coordinator a year later.
- Me Klimos' electoral program focuses on the following goals:
* To empower the new generation of lawyers, and to keep pace with all technological and
digital advancements, including what concerns artificial intelligence (Al).
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* To prioritize the well-being of lawyers, to support them in their work, and to safeguard their
rights and dignity, particularly during professional practice.

* To preserve the BBA’s national role in protecting the Constitution, ensuring the enforcement
of laws, and defending civil liberties and human rights.

* To affirm the judiciary’s independence and the mutual respect between judges and lawyers.

Meet the Candidates:
Attorney Puzant Bastajian

Jand) 9 A<iall Cya ¢l

- Attorney Puzant Bastajian’s electoral campaign focuses on implementing legal and regulatory
reforms within the BBA, mostly through amending the law on regulating the legal profession,
revising the association’s bylaws, and modifying the retirement fund law.

- In this context, Me Bastajian proposes the following:

* To review the Disciplinary Council’'s composition.

* To establish a special court for lawyers.

* To lower the eligibility requirements to run for bar council membership and BBA presidency,
thereby allowing broader participation for young lawyers.

* To adopt electronic voting during elections.

* To lift the confidentiality of the bar council’s deliberations, so that lawyers can review its
work and monitor its decisions.

* On a professional level:

a. To strengthen protection for lawyers against all forms of assault.

b. To amend Article 111 of the Lebanese Code of Criminal Procedure.

c. To develop smart professional ID cards.

d. To review the health insurance and retirement system.




SALAMAS

INTERNATIONAL LAW

- Me Bastajian’s program also includes improving efforts for training lawyers and modernizing
legislation - particularly in foreign languages, mainly English -, along with electronically
publishing judicial rulings, consolidating cooperation with foreign bar associations and
Lebanese lawyers who reside abroad, and working towards unifying the Beirut and the Tripoli
bar associations.

Meet the Candidates:
Attorney Mirna Traboulsi

- Attorney Mirna Traboulsi became a lawyer at Court more than 20 years ago.

- Me Traboulsi carries a dream of change and development.

- She believes that the real problem lies in the budget, which made her present herself as
candidate for the first time so as to shed light on this issue.

- Today, while the budget has been put on the right track, Me Traboulsi still feels apprehensive
about the situation of retired lawyers, about the fact that practicing lawyers are still being
denied their rights, and about the high rates of unemployment among younger generations.

- That is why she decided to present herself as candidate again, in order to continue this work
with the president of the BBA and the bar council members.




Meet the Candidates:
S Attorney Elie Kazan

~ For Attorney Elie Kazan, to be a lawyer is more than just practising a profession. It is also
about daily and continuous interaction between colleagues.

- Indeed, Me Kazan decided to present himself as candidate for the bar council out of duty for
his colleagues, with whom he shares the same concerns, and faces the same daily challenges
and difficulties.

- He intends to continue the work of former BBA chairmen as well as past and current bar
council members, and to support young lawyers since the BBA represents continuity - for him,
it is indeed a link that must never be broken; and so, it is the responsibility of every lawyer to
protect the BBA.

- His program focuses on the following:

* To strengthen decentralization within the BBA and help develop its regional offices.

* To continue digitalization of the BBA and improve its online services.

* To improve lawyers’ financial security by protecting their legal fees and ensuring their
entitlement to them.

* To fight against brokers that operate both inside and outside the cour

- On a final note, Me Kazan hopes that his colleag

the legal profession and work on overcoming all prob




Meet the Candidates:
LSALAMAS, Attorney Wissam Eid

- Attorney Wissam Eid’s electoral program focuses on the following:

* To increase lawyers’ retirement pensions, so as to ensure they receive a fair pension that
respects their years of hard work and professional dignity.

* To provide better health insurance for all lawyers, with fair and equal coverage, and without
discrimination - this can involve requesting offers from different insurance companies, in
order to get better prices and better healthcare services.

* To work on recovering the BBA’s money held in Lebanese banks, especially lawyers’ deposits.
* To improve the collection of money owed to the BBA, especially the 1 per 1,000 fee on real
estate sales.

* To support intern lawyers by offering better training programs, helping them develop their
skills, and making sure their voices are heard within the BBA.

* To restore the BBA's leading role in protecting the legal profession and improving relations
with the courts and public authorities.

© 2025-2026, SALAMAS Law Firm. All rights reserved.
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	OVERVIEW
	(Charles Dickens)
	TIP OF THE MONTH:
	For all lawyers, vote on the file, not the slogan.
	During the BBA elections, candidates will promise you dignity, independence, better services, and to fully serve your rights.
	Do not choose a candidate based on political rallies, slogans or poetry, but based on whether he/she can truly fulfill his/her promises.
	SALAMAS’s Legal Review is a monthly, practitioner-focused brief that turns immigration and investment rules into clear, usable guidance. We track policy shifts, court rulings and regular updates across the Middle East, Europe and North America, then translate them into eligibility maps, market-entry options and risk controls that you can act on. Each issue pairs concise analysis with model wording and checklists, so that founders, investors and counsels can plan cross-border moves, structure deals and stay compliant without wading through legal noise.
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	EDITORIAL
	The day that lawyers await approaches
	The countdown begins: we are only days away from the upcoming Beirut Bar Association (BBA) elections, which will be held on Sunday, November 15th, 2026.
	It is important to note that by “BBA elections”, we actually refer to the election of the bar council members, which occurs annually per the one-third rotation rule – meaning that one-third of the council members, amounting to four out of twelve members, are reelected once their terms expire every year –, and not the election of the chairman or president, which occurs every two years.
	Either way, these elections are no less important, for they are among the numerous forms of freedom of expression in democratic systems, and they reinforce the liberty of voters (including lawyers in our present case) to choose whoever they deem worthy of representing them and managing their affairs in high positions, such as the bar council.
	For the occasion, we at SALAMAS decided to include a special section in our current Legal Review called “Meet the Candidates”, where we introduce every one of the candidates and put forth a brief overview of their biographies and electoral programs, all while maintaining a neutral tone and staying at an equal distance.
	In the end, we would like to wish these candidates every ounce of success in their campaigns and endeavors.
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	Canada modernizes its asylum system: new procedures and stricter eligibility requirements for refugee protection

	Jessica Deeb
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	The legal status of missing migrants under international law
	Maria Pia Al-Hayek, legal researcher
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Maha Georges Zalaket
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Hady Francis
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Adib Zakhour
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Soha El-Assaad
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Elias Tony Akl
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Élie Klimos
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Puzant Bastajian
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Mirna Traboulsi
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Élie Kazan
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	Meet the Candidates:
	Attorney Wissam Eid
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